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Michael Laffin demonstrates the promise of Martin Luther's thought for
contemporary political theology by showing how Luther has been over-
determined in standard genealogies of modernity which frequently deafen us to
his unique contribution.

Laffin argues that contemporary theologians have typically followed a narrative
derived from the work of a previous generation of political historians and
philosophers, which tend to screen out or distort the Reformers' contribution to
political theory. Common to these narratives are charges against Luther for his
perceived univocal and nominal ontology resulting in a privatized and
spiritualized Christianity, thus falsely dividing the world into autonomous
spheres. Additionally, the narratives claim that Luther follows in the wake of
voluntarism, leading to an insistence on human passivity that leaves no room for
pagan virtue. Thus, politics is reduced to an authoritarian imposition of order.

In contrast to the dominant narratives of political modernity, Laffin re-examines
these narratives by focusing on the political significance of areas in Luther's
corpus often neglected in contemporary accounts of his political thought,
especially his commentaries on Scripture and writings on the sacraments.
Attention to these writings brings forth the crucial themes of the two ecclesiae
and the three institutions. Constructively, these themes are deployed in critical
engagement with contemporary political theology, particularly as represented in
Radical Orthodoxy and the new-Augustinianism.
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Michael Laffin demonstrates the promise of Martin Luther's thought for contemporary political theology by
showing how Luther has been over-determined in standard genealogies of modernity which frequently
deafen us to his unique contribution.

Laffin argues that contemporary theologians have typically followed a narrative derived from the work of a
previous generation of political historians and philosophers, which tend to screen out or distort the
Reformers' contribution to political theory. Common to these narratives are charges against Luther for his
perceived univocal and nominal ontology resulting in a privatized and spiritualized Christianity, thus falsely
dividing the world into autonomous spheres. Additionally, the narratives claim that Luther follows in the
wake of voluntarism, leading to an insistence on human passivity that leaves no room for pagan virtue. Thus,
politics is reduced to an authoritarian imposition of order.

In contrast to the dominant narratives of political modernity, Laffin re-examines these narratives by focusing
on the political significance of areas in Luther's corpus often neglected in contemporary accounts of his
political thought, especially his commentaries on Scripture and writings on the sacraments. Attention to these
writings brings forth the crucial themes of the two ecclesiae and the three institutions. Constructively, these
themes are deployed in critical engagement with contemporary political theology, particularly as represented
in Radical Orthodoxy and the new-Augustinianism.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Michael Laffin teaches Theology at Talbot School of Theology at Biola University in La Mirada, California,
USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Travis Ralls:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Promise of Martin Luther's Political Theology:
Freeing Luther from the Modern Political Narrative (T&T Clark Enquiries in Theological Ethics).

Lucille Davis:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read will be The Promise of Martin Luther's Political Theology: Freeing Luther from the Modern
Political Narrative (T&T Clark Enquiries in Theological Ethics).

Garnet Veach:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Promise of Martin
Luther's Political Theology: Freeing Luther from the Modern Political Narrative (T&T Clark Enquiries in
Theological Ethics) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.



Anthony Muller:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide The Promise of Martin Luther's Political Theology: Freeing Luther from
the Modern Political Narrative (T&T Clark Enquiries in Theological Ethics) was filled about science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read
a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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