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When the author embarked on her study, her aim was to approach former
colonial officers with a view to analyzing processes of domination in the ex-
Belgian Congo. However, after establishing a rapport with some of these officers,
the author was soon forced to revise her initial assumptions, widely held in
present-day Belgium: these officers were not the "baddies" she had expected to
meet.

Exploring the colonial experience through the respondents' memories resulted in
a far more complex picture of the colonial situation than she had anticipated,
again forcing her to question her original assumptions. This resulted not only in a
more differentiated perspective on Belgian colonialist rule, but is also sensitized
her as regards the question of anthropological understanding and of what
constitutes historical fact.

These two aspects of her work are reflected in this study that offers specific
material on the way Belgian colonialism is remembered and reflects on its
conditions of production, thus combining ethnographic analysis with a theoretical
essay.
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When the author embarked on her study, her aim was to approach former colonial officers with a view to
analyzing processes of domination in the ex-Belgian Congo. However, after establishing a rapport with some
of these officers, the author was soon forced to revise her initial assumptions, widely held in present-day
Belgium: these officers were not the "baddies" she had expected to meet.

Exploring the colonial experience through the respondents' memories resulted in a far more complex picture
of the colonial situation than she had anticipated, again forcing her to question her original assumptions. This
resulted not only in a more differentiated perspective on Belgian colonialist rule, but is also sensitized her as
regards the question of anthropological understanding and of what constitutes historical fact.

These two aspects of her work are reflected in this study that offers specific material on the way Belgian
colonialism is remembered and reflects on its conditions of production, thus combining ethnographic
analysis with a theoretical essay.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Dembour is to be warmly congratulated on her achievement, both intellectually and in terms of memory
retrieval content ... Its anthropological skills and merits apart, for readers [interested] in colonial
administrators [this book] is at once a prime analysis and a rich resource."  · African Affairs

"An unusual achievement. Dr. Dembour's book is a work of theory, which shows what a complex business
the production of knowledge is, but she writes with such warmth, directness and honesty that fundamental
epistemological issues are made vivid for beginning students as well as experienced scholars ... Anyone who
conducts interviews, students of memory and history, and those working in 'colonial studies' can all learn
from this study."  · Elizabeth Tonkin

"I congratulate you on an extraordinary work. I am sure it will be declared post-modern; I think it modern in
the best sense - up to the critical standards of our day ... I see you engaged in ground-breaking
work."  · Johannes Fabian

About the Author

Marie-Bénédicte Dembour teaches at the University of Sussex, School of Legal Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Long:

This Recalling the Belgian Congo: Conversations and Introspection (New Directions in Anthropology) are
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Recalling the
Belgian Congo: Conversations and Introspection (New Directions in Anthropology) can be one of several
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Recalling the
Belgian Congo: Conversations and Introspection (New Directions in Anthropology) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Latosha Page:

The publication untitled Recalling the Belgian Congo: Conversations and Introspection (New Directions in
Anthropology) is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something
is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the



information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
Recalling the Belgian Congo: Conversations and Introspection (New Directions in Anthropology) from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Brenda Wright:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Recalling the Belgian Congo: Conversations and Introspection (New Directions in Anthropology).
Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.

Joshua Dunleavy:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book Recalling the Belgian Congo: Conversations and Introspection (New Directions in
Anthropology) we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person
must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt
to change your life at this time book Recalling the Belgian Congo: Conversations and Introspection (New
Directions in Anthropology). You can more inviting than now.
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