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Jorge Castañeda, who served as Mexico’s foreign minister from 2000 to 2003,
has been both an insider and an outsider in Mexico’s political system. In
Perpetuating Power, he lays bare the often mystifying workings of power in
Mexico, offering readers what the New York Times Book Review called “an
unusually revealing explication of the inner workings of three decades of
presidential succession.”

To outside observers, Mexico stood out for its odd mixture of democratic
pretension with autocratic inevitability: there were always elections, but everyone
knew the next president would be the candidate of the aptly named Party of the
Institutional Revolution, which governed Mexico throughout most of the last
century.

In six penetrating essays combined with interviews by Castañeda with each of the
living Mexican ex-presidents, Perpetuating Power provides a remarkably candid
account of the political machinery behind Mexican presidential politics and a
view, startling to political outsiders, of how power really operates.
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Jorge Castañeda, who served as Mexico’s foreign minister from 2000 to 2003, has been both an insider and
an outsider in Mexico’s political system. In Perpetuating Power, he lays bare the often mystifying workings
of power in Mexico, offering readers what the New York Times Book Review called “an unusually revealing
explication of the inner workings of three decades of presidential succession.”

To outside observers, Mexico stood out for its odd mixture of democratic pretension with autocratic
inevitability: there were always elections, but everyone knew the next president would be the candidate of
the aptly named Party of the Institutional Revolution, which governed Mexico throughout most of the last
century.

In six penetrating essays combined with interviews by Castañeda with each of the living Mexican ex-
presidents, Perpetuating Power provides a remarkably candid account of the political machinery behind
Mexican presidential politics and a view, startling to political outsiders, of how power really operates.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Here, Casta$eda (political science, Universidad Nacional Aut"noma de M xico and New York Univ.) solves
a puzzle that has baffled many political scientists. By examining the Byzantine workings of Mexico's
Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), which enjoyed uninterrupted supremacy until the recent election of
Vicente Fox, he explains how the party selected presidents. Included are interviews with four living ex-
presidents, as well as defeated candidates and other protagonists. This wealth of primary data lends weight to
the book's analysis. The author observes that the one-party system was Mexico's solution to the tumult and
sporadic violence that disrupted electoral politics from Independence in 1810 until the Revolution in 1910.
While he admits that this system had shortcomings, he points out that Mexico has transferred power
peacefully in recent decades and that the abuses visited on opponents of the government were mild by Latin
American standards. An invaluable work for students of Mexican politics, this is recommended for academic
collections.DJames R. Holmes, Fletcher Sch. of Law and Diplomacy, Belmont, MA
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Castañeda strikes a blow for a more open and democratic Mexico in the future." —The Washington Post
Book World

"An unusually revealing explication of the inner workings of three decades of presidential succession."
—The New York Times Book Review

About the Author

Jorge G. Castañeda is a Mexican politician and academic who served as Mexico’s secretary of foreign affairs
from 2000 to 2003. He worked as a professor at several universities, including the National Autonomous
University of Mexico; the University of California, Berkeley; Princeton University; New York University;
and the University of Cambridge. He has authored more than a dozen books, including Ex Mex: From
Migrants to Immigrants, The Mexican Shock: Its Meaning for the United States, and Perpetuating Power:
How Mexican Presidents Were Chosen, all published by The New Press. Castañeda regularly contributes to
newspapers such as Reforma (Mexico), El País (Spain), the Los Angeles Times, and Newsweek.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kim Bogdan:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Perpetuating Power: How Mexican Presidents Were Chosen. Try to
the actual book Perpetuating Power: How Mexican Presidents Were Chosen as your buddy. It means that it
can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it
is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything



by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

William Bellard:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Perpetuating Power: How Mexican Presidents Were Chosen
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Susan Preuss:

This Perpetuating Power: How Mexican Presidents Were Chosen book is not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. This specific Perpetuating Power: How Mexican Presidents Were Chosen without we know teach the
one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Perpetuating
Power: How Mexican Presidents Were Chosen can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Perpetuating Power: How Mexican Presidents Were Chosen having great arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Christina Harper:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Perpetuating Power: How Mexican Presidents Were Chosen as the
daily resource information.
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