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A fascinating look at the lives, culture, and religious and ritual observance of
three generations of Iranian Jewish women in the United States.

Saba Soomekh offers a fascinating portrait of three generations of women in an
ethnically distinctive and little-known American Jewish community, Jews of
Iranian origin living in Los Angeles. Most of Iran’s Jewish community
immigrated to the United States and settled in Los Angeles in the wake of the
1979 Iranian Revolution and the government-sponsored discrimination that
followed. Based on interviews with women raised during the constitutional
monarchy of the earlier part of the twentieth century, those raised during the
modernizing Pahlavi regime of mid-century, and those who have grown up in
Los Angeles, the book presents an ethnographic portrait of what life was and is
like for Iranian Jewish women. Featuring the voices of all generations, the book
concentrates on religiosity and ritual observance, the relationship between men
and women, and women’s self-concept as Iranian Jewish women. Mother-
daughter relationships, double standards for sons and daughters, marriage
customs, the appeal of American forms of Jewish practices, social customs and
pressures, and the alternate attraction to and critique of materialism and attention
to outward appearance are discussed by the author and through the voices of her
informants.

“As many as 40,000 Iranian Jews live in the Los Angeles area … Saba Soomekh,
an Iranian-born member of this community, has written an informative profile of
the three generations of women in this community … As an insider, Soomekh
has a unique perspective on these three generations on the basis of her own
experience, her background research, and interviews with members of each
generation.” — Jewish Book Council
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A fascinating look at the lives, culture, and religious and ritual observance of three generations of Iranian
Jewish women in the United States.

Saba Soomekh offers a fascinating portrait of three generations of women in an ethnically distinctive and
little-known American Jewish community, Jews of Iranian origin living in Los Angeles. Most of Iran’s
Jewish community immigrated to the United States and settled in Los Angeles in the wake of the 1979
Iranian Revolution and the government-sponsored discrimination that followed. Based on interviews with
women raised during the constitutional monarchy of the earlier part of the twentieth century, those raised
during the modernizing Pahlavi regime of mid-century, and those who have grown up in Los Angeles, the
book presents an ethnographic portrait of what life was and is like for Iranian Jewish women. Featuring the
voices of all generations, the book concentrates on religiosity and ritual observance, the relationship between
men and women, and women’s self-concept as Iranian Jewish women. Mother-daughter relationships, double
standards for sons and daughters, marriage customs, the appeal of American forms of Jewish practices, social
customs and pressures, and the alternate attraction to and critique of materialism and attention to outward
appearance are discussed by the author and through the voices of her informants.

“As many as 40,000 Iranian Jews live in the Los Angeles area … Saba Soomekh, an Iranian-born member of
this community, has written an informative profile of the three generations of women in this community …
As an insider, Soomekh has a unique perspective on these three generations on the basis of her own
experience, her background research, and interviews with members of each generation.” — Jewish Book
Council
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Editorial Review

Review
Saba Soomekh draws a compelling ethnographic portrait of what life was and is for [Jews] in Iran and the
United States. Canadian Jewish News

As many as 40,000 Iranian Jews live in the Los Angeles area Saba Soomekh, an Iranian-born member of this
community, has written an informative profile of the three generations of women in this community As an
insider, Soomekh has a unique perspective on these three generations on the basis of her own experience, her
background research, and interviews with members of each generation. Jewish Book Council

Saba Soomekh draws a compelling ethnographic portrait of what life was and is for [Jews] in Iran and the
United States. Canadian Jewish News

Soomekh traces the innovation and maintenance of being Jewish in "From the Shahs to Los Angeles",
providing a valuable contribution for study and a story on immigrant communities in the U.S. that s
accessible to the reader outside the insular community of Iranian Jews in Los Angeles. "Portland Book
Review"

As many as 40,000 Iranian Jews live in the Los Angeles area Saba Soomekh, an Iranian-born member of this
community, has written an informative profile of the three generations of women in this community As an
insider, Soomekh has a unique perspective on these three generations on the basis of her own experience, her
background research, and interviews with members of each generation. Jewish Book Council

Saba Soomekh draws a compelling ethnographic portrait of what life was and is for [Jews] in Iran and the
United States. "Canadian Jewish News""

Soomekh s study offers some valuable insight into the history, culture, and society of a sometimes insular
and somewhat inscrutable segment of Los Angeles s contemporary Jewish community a sound and
accessible study. "H-Net Reviews (H-Judaic)"
Soomekh traces the innovation and maintenance of being Jewish in "From the Shahs to Los Angeles,"
providing a valuable contribution for study and a story on immigrant communities in the U.S. that s
accessible to the reader outside the insular community of Iranian Jews in Los Angeles. "Portland Book
Review"
As many as 40,000 Iranian Jews live in the Los Angeles area Saba Soomekh, an Iranian-born member of this
community, has written an informative profile of the three generations of women in this community As an
insider, Soomekh has a unique perspective on these three generations on the basis of her own experience, her
background research, and interviews with members of each generation. Jewish Book Council
Saba Soomekh draws a compelling ethnographic portrait of what life was and is for [Jews] in Iran and the
United States. "Canadian Jewish News""

an astute anthropological study. "Lilith"
Soomekh s study offers some valuable insight into the history, culture, and society of a sometimes insular
and somewhat inscrutable segment of Los Angeles s contemporary Jewish community a sound and
accessible study. "H-Net Reviews (H-Judaic)"
Soomekh traces the innovation and maintenance of being Jewish in "From the Shahs to Los Angeles,"



providing a valuable contribution for study and a story on immigrant communities in the U.S. that s
accessible to the reader outside the insular community of Iranian Jews in Los Angeles. "Portland Book
Review"
As many as 40,000 Iranian Jews live in the Los Angeles area Saba Soomekh, an Iranian-born member of this
community, has written an informative profile of the three generations of women in this community As an
insider, Soomekh has a unique perspective on these three generations on the basis of her own experience, her
background research, and interviews with members of each generation. Jewish Book Council
Saba Soomekh draws a compelling ethnographic portrait of what life was and is for [Jews] in Iran and the
United States. "Canadian Jewish News""

an astute anthropological study. Lilith
Soomekh s study offers some valuable insight into the history, culture, and society of a sometimes insular
and somewhat inscrutable segment of Los Angeles s contemporary Jewish community a sound and
accessible study. H-Net Reviews (H-Judaic)
Soomekh traces the innovation and maintenance of being Jewish in From the Shahs to Los Angeles,
providing a valuable contribution for study and a story on immigrant communities in the U.S. that s
accessible to the reader outside the insular community of Iranian Jews in Los Angeles. Portland Book
Review
As many as 40,000 Iranian Jews live in the Los Angeles area Saba Soomekh, an Iranian-born member of this
community, has written an informative profile of the three generations of women in this community As an
insider, Soomekh has a unique perspective on these three generations on the basis of her own experience, her
background research, and interviews with members of each generation. Jewish Book Council
Saba Soomekh draws a compelling ethnographic portrait of what life was and is for [Jews] in Iran and the
United States. Canadian Jewish News"

..".an astute anthropological study." -- Lilith

..".Soomekh's study offers some valuable insight into the history, culture, and society of a sometimes insular
and somewhat inscrutable segment of Los Angeles's contemporary Jewish community ... a sound and
accessible study." -- H-Net Reviews (H-Judaic)
"Soomekh traces the innovation and maintenance of being Jewish in From the Shahs to Los Angeles,
providing a valuable contribution for study and a story on immigrant communities in the U.S. that's
accessible to the reader outside the insular community of Iranian Jews in Los Angeles." -- Portland Book
Review
"As many as 40,000 Iranian Jews live in the Los Angeles area ... Saba Soomekh, an Iranian-born member of
this community, has written an informative profile of the three generations of women in this community ...
As an insider, Soomekh has a unique perspective on these three generations on the basis of her own
experience, her background research, and interviews with members of each generation." -- Jewish Book
Council
..".Saba Soomekh draws a compelling ethnographic portrait of what life was and is for [Jews] in Iran and the
United States." -- Canadian Jewish News

About the Author
Saba Soomekh is Assistant Director of the Jewish Studies Program at Loyola Marymount University in Los
Angeles, California.
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From reader reviews:



Stevie Mozingo:

This book untitled From the Shahs to Los Angeles: Three Generations of Iranian Jewish Women between
Religion and Culture to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book
from your list.

Eleanor Yoo:

The particular book From the Shahs to Los Angeles: Three Generations of Iranian Jewish Women between
Religion and Culture has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit.
The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book.
This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Joshua Parsons:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top checklist in your reading list will be From the Shahs to Los Angeles: Three Generations of Iranian
Jewish Women between Religion and Culture. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get
you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.

Mindy Arredondo:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this From the Shahs to Los Angeles: Three Generations of Iranian Jewish
Women between Religion and Culture can make you really feel more interested to read.
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