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The best-selling author of multiple award-winning books returns with his first
novel in ten years, a powerful, fast and timely story of a troubled foster
teenager — a boy who is not a “legal” Indian because he was never claimed by
his father — who learns the true meaning of terror. About to commit a
devastating act, the young man finds himself shot back through time on a
shocking sojourn through moments of violence in American history. He
resurfaces in the form of an FBI agent during the civil rights era, inhabits the
body of an Indian child during the battle at Little Big Horn, and then rides with
an Indian tracker in the 19th Century before materializing as an airline pilot
jetting through the skies today. When finally, blessedly, our young warrior comes
to rest again in his own contemporary body, he is mightily transformed by all
he’s seen. This is Sherman Alexie at his most brilliant — making us laugh while
breaking our hearts. Simultaneously wrenching and deeply humorous, wholly
contemporary yet steeped in American history, Flight is irrepressible, fearless,
and again, groundbreaking Alexie.
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The best-selling author of multiple award-winning books returns with his first novel in ten years, a powerful,
fast and timely story of a troubled foster teenager — a boy who is not a “legal” Indian because he was never
claimed by his father — who learns the true meaning of terror. About to commit a devastating act, the young
man finds himself shot back through time on a shocking sojourn through moments of violence in American
history. He resurfaces in the form of an FBI agent during the civil rights era, inhabits the body of an Indian
child during the battle at Little Big Horn, and then rides with an Indian tracker in the 19th Century before
materializing as an airline pilot jetting through the skies today. When finally, blessedly, our young warrior
comes to rest again in his own contemporary body, he is mightily transformed by all he’s seen. This is
Sherman Alexie at his most brilliant — making us laugh while breaking our hearts. Simultaneously
wrenching and deeply humorous, wholly contemporary yet steeped in American history, Flight is
irrepressible, fearless, and again, groundbreaking Alexie.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A deadpan "Call Me Zits" opens the first novel in 10 years from Alexie (Smoke Signals, etc.), narrated by a
self-described "time-traveling mass murderer" whose name and deeds unravel as this captivating
bildungsroman progresses. Half-Indian, half-Irish, acne-beset Zits is 15: he never knew his alcoholic father;
his mother died when he was six; his aunt kicked him out when he was 10 (after he set her sleeping
boyfriend on fire because the boyfriend had been forcing Zits to have sex). Running away from his 20th
foster home, Zits ends up, briefly, in jail; soon after, he enters a bank, shoots several people and is shot dead
himself. Zits then commences time-traveling via the bodies of others, finding himself variously lodged in an
FBI agent in the '70s (helping to assassinate radical Indian activists); a mute Indian boy at the Battle of Little
Big Horn; an Indian tracker named Gus; an airplane pilot instructor (one of whose pupils commits a terrorist
act); and his own father. Zits eventually comes back to himself and to an unexpected redemption. While the
plot is wisp-thin, one quickly surrenders to Zits's voice, which elegantly mixes free-floating young adult
cynicism with a charged, idiosyncratic view of American history. Alexie plunges the book into bracing
depths. (Apr.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
His first novel in over a decade, Sherman Alexie's Flight winds themes of alienation, revenge, and
forgiveness through its narrator's time-traveling adventures. Critics were impressed with the clever Zits: his
thoughts and actions are both humorous and painfully genuine, the essence of troubled adolescence.
However, reviewers complained about the lack of depth, of fully developed secondary characters, and of
historical detail. Many critics also noted that the plot's swift pace and tidy ending were more appropriate for
juvenile fiction. The New York Times, on the other hand, considered these elements part of the novel's charm.
Though Alexie's latest effort may disappoint some readers, many will still find snatches of his trademark
humor and moving prose.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

From Booklist
It's tough enough to be an orphan and a ward of the state, let alone a so-called half-breed. Heck, being 15
years old is no freaking picnic, especially if your face is so badly marred by acne your nickname is Zits. Add
to that a devastating history of abuse, and no wonder Zits, a gun in each hand, is about to exact revenge on
strangers in a bank. Has Alexie, a high-profile writer known for provocative, inventive, in-your-face fiction
about Native American life, written a classic troubled youth-turned-killer tale? Of course not. This is a time-
travel fable about the legacy of prejudice and pain. Zits is inexplicably catapulted back to 1975, where he
inhabits the body of a white FBI agent confronting radical Indian activists, the first episode in an out-of-body
odyssey. Smart, funny, and resilient, Zits is profoundly transformed, as the hero in a tale of ordeals is
supposed to be, by his shape-shifting experiences as an Indian boy at Little Big Horn, an Indian tracker, a
homeless Indian drunk, and a pilot in unnerving proximity to a Muslim terrorist. Alexie's concentrated and
mesmerizing novel of instructive confrontations is structured around provocative variations on the meanings
and implications of flight as it asserts that people of all backgrounds are equally capable of good and evil.
Donna Seaman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Felix:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Flight: A Novel is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Henry Hedrick:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Flight: A Novel
suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Flight: A
Novelis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot
of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just
before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world in this particular book.

Jason Young:

The reserve with title Flight: A Novel has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the
e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Donna Canales:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Flight: A Novel or even others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and
more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Flight: A Novel to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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