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Eco-disasters such as coal-mining accidents, oil spills, and food-borne diseases
appear regularly in the news, making them seem nearly commonplace. These
ecological crises highlight the continual tensions between human needs and the
environmental impact these needs produce. Contemporary documentaries and
feature films explore environmental-human conflicts by depicting the
consequences of our overconsumption and dependence on nonrenewable energy.

Film and Everyday Eco-disasters examines changing perspectives toward
everyday eco-disasters as reflected in the work of filmmakers from the silent era
forward, with an emphasis on recent films such as Dead Ahead, an HBO
dramatization of the Exxon Valdez disaster; Total Recall, a science fiction action
film highlighting oxygen as a commodity; The Devil Wears Prada, a comment
on the fashion industry; and Food, Inc., a documentary interrogation of the food
industry. The authors evaluate not only the success of these films as rhetorical
arguments but also their rhetorical strategies. This interdisciplinary approach to
film studies fuses cultural, economic, and literary critiques in articulating an
approach to ecology that points to sustainable development as an alternative to
resource exploitations and their associated everyday eco-disasters.
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Eco-disasters such as coal-mining accidents, oil spills, and food-borne diseases appear regularly in the news,
making them seem nearly commonplace. These ecological crises highlight the continual tensions between
human needs and the environmental impact these needs produce. Contemporary documentaries and feature
films explore environmental-human conflicts by depicting the consequences of our overconsumption and
dependence on nonrenewable energy.

Film and Everyday Eco-disasters examines changing perspectives toward everyday eco-disasters as reflected
in the work of filmmakers from the silent era forward, with an emphasis on recent films such as Dead Ahead,
an HBO dramatization of the Exxon Valdez disaster; Total Recall, a science fiction action film highlighting
oxygen as a commodity; The Devil Wears Prada, a comment on the fashion industry; and Food, Inc., a
documentary interrogation of the food industry. The authors evaluate not only the success of these films as
rhetorical arguments but also their rhetorical strategies. This interdisciplinary approach to film studies fuses
cultural, economic, and literary critiques in articulating an approach to ecology that points to sustainable
development as an alternative to resource exploitations and their associated everyday eco-disasters.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The authors’ grasp of historical and legal context is top-notch and the book consistently connects the issues
and arguments represented in the films to their potential to inspire environmental activism in the viewer. . . .
A broad-based, historically detailed overview of its fascinating and relevant central theme.”—Carter Soles,
Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and the Environment
 
(Carter Soles Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and the Environment 2016-08-09)

About the Author

Robin L. Murray is a professor of English at Eastern Illinois University. Joseph K. Heumann is a professor
emeritus of communication studies at Eastern Illinois University. Murray and Heumann are the coauthors of
Ecology and Popular Film: Cinema on the Edge; That’s All Folks: Ecocritical Readings of American
Animated Features (Nebraska, 2011); and Gunfight at the Eco-Corral: Western Cinema and the
Environment.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lewis Dall:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Film and Everyday Eco-disasters. Try to face the book Film and
Everyday Eco-disasters as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Vickie Hintz:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Film and Everyday Eco-disasters, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.



Terry Palladino:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book
that need more time to be read. Film and Everyday Eco-disasters can be your answer because it can be read
by you who have those short time problems.

John Street:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Film and Everyday Eco-disasters can make you really feel more interested to read.
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