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New York Times Bestseller

A 2015 Newbery Honor Book Going to school and making new friends can be
tough. But going to school and making new friends while wearing a bulky
hearing aid strapped to your chest? That requires superpowers! In this funny,
poignant graphic novel memoir, author/illustrator Cece Bell chronicles her
hearing loss at a young age and her subsequent experiences with the Phonic Ear,
a very powerful—and very awkward—hearing aid.
The Phonic Ear gives Cece the ability to hear—sometimes things she
shouldn’t—but also isolates her from her classmates. She really just wants to fit
in and find a true friend, someone who appreciates her as she is. After some
trouble, she is finally able to harness the power of the Phonic Ear and become “El
Deafo, Listener for All.” And more importantly, declare a place for herself in the
world and find the friend she’s longed for.

PRAISE FOR EL DEAFO
STARRED REVIEWS
"A standout autobiography. Someone readers will enjoy getting to know."
--Publishers Weekly, starred review

"Worthy of a superhero."
--Kirkus Reviews, starred review

"This empowering autobiographical story belongs right next to Raina
Telgemeier’s Smile (2011) and Liz Prince’s Tomboy."
--Booklist
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 2–6—Cece loses her hearing from spinal meningitis, and takes readers through the arduous journey of
learning to lip read and decipher the noise of her hearing aid, with the goal of finding a true friend. This
warmly and humorously illustrated full-color graphic novel set in the suburban '70s has all the gripping
characters and inflated melodrama of late childhood: a crush on a neighborhood boy, the bossy friend, the
too-sensitive-to-her-Deafness friend, and the perfect friend, scared away. The characters are all rabbits. The
antics of her hearing aid connected to a FM unit (an amplifier the teacher wears) are spectacularly funny.
When Cece's teacher leaves the FM unit on, Cece hears everything: bathroom visits, even teacher lounge
improprieties It is her superpower. She deems herself El Deafo! inspired in part by a bullied Deaf child
featured in an Afterschool Special. Cece fearlessly fantasizes retaliations. Nevertheless, she rejects ASL
because it makes visible what she is trying to hide. She ventures, "Who cares what everyone thinks!" But she
does care. She loathes the designation "special," and wants to pass for hearing. Bell tells it all: the joy of
removing her hearing aid in summer, the troubles watching the TV when the actor turns his back, and the
agony of slumber party chats in the dark. Included is an honest and revealing afterword, which addresses the
author's early decision not to learn ASL, her more mature appreciation for the language, and her adage that,
"Our differences are our superpowers."—Sara Lissa Paulson, The American Sign Language and English
Lower School, New York City

Review
'A serious subject treated with warmth and humour.' Little London magazine "Full of warmth, humor, and
superpowered strength, El Deafo is an absolute treat." Raina Telgemeier, author of Smile "Read El Deafo for
the giggles, for the challenges, for the universal life experiences, and for the opportunity to be changed, even
just a little. And for those readers who, like Cece, discover ways to turn the things the world calls weakness
into the qualities they own as strengths, make sure to have a couple of capes on hand." Matthew C. Winner,
The Busy Librarian 'It's an honest and rather sweet tale of a girl coming to terms with her disability, and as
such the kind of story that will strike a chord with any child who has felt ostracised or different. El Deafo is
heartfelt, eye-opening, funny and beautifully drawn.' The Financial Times 'Inspiring and honest, this is a
wonderful graphic novel.' Book of the Week in We Love This Book and The Bookseller

About the Author
Cece Bell has written and illustrated several books for children, including the Geisel Honor book Rabbit &
Robot: The Sleepover. She lives in Virginia with her husband, author Tom Angleberger.

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Wilson:

The book untitled El Deafo is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of El
Deafo from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.



Reginald McDade:

This El Deafo is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it
relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having bit of digest in reading this El Deafo can be the light food for yourself because the information inside
that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy
this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for
your better life along with knowledge.

Jennifer Trojanowski:

You can get this El Deafo by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to
be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Edward Donnelly:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book El Deafo we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be
creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with that book El Deafo. You can more inviting than now.
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