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The most European of South American cities, Buenos Aires evokes exile and
nostalgia. A nineteenth-century replica of Paris or Madrid set adrift in an alien
continent, its identity is neither of the Old World nor the New. The Argentine
capital's rootlessness has famously found expression in the melancholy of tango
and, more recently, in a vogue for psychoanalysis even more widespread than
New York's.

Jason Wilson explores this contradictory and culturally rich city by tracing its
development from remote ranching settlement to modern metropolis. Taking
landmarks, both well-known and hidden, as starting points for a journey of
discovery, he looks at the events, people and writing that have shaped modern
Buenos Aires and its cultural life.

The city of Borges and Cortazar: the European literary tradition, magical realism
and fantasy, the construction of an Argentine voice, writers local and foreign.

The city of tango: the music of longing and despair, a meeting-point of machismo
and sensuality, lowlife culture of the port.

The city of passions: the cult of Evita Peron, the life-and-death matter of soccer,
the totalitarian political legacy.
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replica of Paris or Madrid set adrift in an alien continent, its identity is neither of the Old World nor the New.
The Argentine capital's rootlessness has famously found expression in the melancholy of tango and, more
recently, in a vogue for psychoanalysis even more widespread than New York's.

Jason Wilson explores this contradictory and culturally rich city by tracing its development from remote
ranching settlement to modern metropolis. Taking landmarks, both well-known and hidden, as starting points
for a journey of discovery, he looks at the events, people and writing that have shaped modern Buenos Aires
and its cultural life.

The city of Borges and Cortazar: the European literary tradition, magical realism and fantasy, the
construction of an Argentine voice, writers local and foreign.

The city of tango: the music of longing and despair, a meeting-point of machismo and sensuality, lowlife
culture of the port.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Buenos Aires is more difficult to capture, yet Wilson (Latin American and Spanish literature, University
Coll., London) succeeds admirably. Unlike Oxford, Buenos Aires is organized geographically, but the
underlying cultural themes are evident: Jorge Luis Borges, Julio Cort zar, and the European literary tradition;
tango, the music of longing and despair, machismo, and sensuality; the cult of Evita Per?n; the life-and-death
importance of soccer; totalitarian politics; and the Disappeared. The geographic references in the text help
convey a sense of place as well as history and culture. Well referenced and indexed, both titles are highly
recommended for academic and large public libraries.
-Thomas K. Fry, Univ. of Denver Lib.
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Jason Wilson is Professor in Latin American poetry at University College, London, and the author of books
on Octavio Paz, Alexandre von Humboldt and Latin American literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katherine Levy:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important normally. The book Buenos Aires: A Cultural History (Cultural
Histories Series) was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Buenos Aires: A Cultural History (Cultural Histories
Series) is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book
Buenos Aires: A Cultural History (Cultural Histories Series). You never truly feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Stevie Mozingo:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Buenos Aires: A Cultural
History (Cultural Histories Series) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?

James Johnson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or



make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Buenos Aires: A Cultural History (Cultural Histories
Series) can make you really feel more interested to read.

Tony Jacobson:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Buenos Aires: A Cultural History (Cultural Histories
Series) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
read it. Beside that the guide Buenos Aires: A Cultural History (Cultural Histories Series) can to be your new
friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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