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As the architect of the Iranian Revolution of 1979, Ayatollah Khomeini remains
one of the most inspirational and enigmatic figures of the twentieth century. The
revolution placed Iran at the forefront of Middle East politics and of the Islamic
revival. Twenty years after his death, Khomeini is revered as a spiritual and
political figurehead in Iran and in large swathes of the Islamic world, while in the
West he is remembered by many as a dictator and as the instigator of Islamist
confrontation. Arshin Adib-Moghaddam brings together both distinguished and
emerging scholars in this comprehensive volume, which covers all aspects of
Khomeini's life and critically examines Khomeini the politician, the philosopher,
and the spiritual leader. The book details Khomeini's early years in exile from
Iran, the revolution itself, and events that took place thereafter including the
hostage crisis and the Iran-Iraq war. Lastly, the book considers his legacy in Iran
- where Khomeini's image has been used by both reformist and conservative
politicians to develop their own agendas - and further afield in other parts of the
Islamic world and in the West. Written by scholars from varying disciplinary
backgrounds, the book will prove invaluable to students and general readers
interested in the life and times of Khomeini and the politics of Islam that he
inspired.
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As the architect of the Iranian Revolution of 1979, Ayatollah Khomeini remains one of the most inspirational
and enigmatic figures of the twentieth century. The revolution placed Iran at the forefront of Middle East
politics and of the Islamic revival. Twenty years after his death, Khomeini is revered as a spiritual and
political figurehead in Iran and in large swathes of the Islamic world, while in the West he is remembered by
many as a dictator and as the instigator of Islamist confrontation. Arshin Adib-Moghaddam brings together
both distinguished and emerging scholars in this comprehensive volume, which covers all aspects of
Khomeini's life and critically examines Khomeini the politician, the philosopher, and the spiritual leader.
The book details Khomeini's early years in exile from Iran, the revolution itself, and events that took place
thereafter including the hostage crisis and the Iran-Iraq war. Lastly, the book considers his legacy in Iran -
where Khomeini's image has been used by both reformist and conservative politicians to develop their own
agendas - and further afield in other parts of the Islamic world and in the West. Written by scholars from
varying disciplinary backgrounds, the book will prove invaluable to students and general readers interested
in the life and times of Khomeini and the politics of Islam that he inspired.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This work is intended to provide advanced insight for students and researchers into the significance of
Khomeini as a political innovator, religious leader, and historical figure in the establishment of the modern
Islamic Republic of Iran. The essays cover topics such as Khomeini's role as a historical personality, his
political philosophy and its application to the constitution and politics of Iran, his stance toward the West,
and his attitudes toward issues of gender. Each contribution relates well to the theme, and the editor has done
a remarkable job in integrating the work of various scholars. On the topic of Khomeini, this is one of the best
works available. Summing up: highly recommended."
P. Rowe, Choice

About the Author
Dr Arshin Adib-Moghaddam is a Reader in Comparative Politics and International Relations and Chair of
the Centre for Iranian Studies at the University of London's School of Oriental and African Studies.
Cambridge educated, he held the first Jarvis Doctorow Fellowship at the University of Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brittany Belliveau:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular A Critical
Introduction to Khomeini book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just
a book.

Coleen Faircloth:

The knowledge that you get from A Critical Introduction to Khomeini could be the more deep you searching
the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but A Critical Introduction to Khomeini giving you joy feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because
the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you
for having this specific A Critical Introduction to Khomeini instantly.



Joan McCorkle:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline A Critical
Introduction to Khomeini suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The book
untitled A Critical Introduction to Khomeiniis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Sophie Clark:

The particular book A Critical Introduction to Khomeini will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to study, this book very ideal to you. The book A Critical Introduction to Khomeini is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the
book.
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