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During the final months of his life, Walt Disney was consumed with the world-
wide problems of cities. His development concept at the time of his death on
December 15th, 1966 would be his team’s conceptual response to the ills of the
inner cities and the sprawl of the megalopolis: the Experimental Prototype
Community of Tomorrow• or, as it became known, EPCOT. This beautifully
written, instantly engrossing volume focuses on the original concept of EPCOT,
which was conceived by Disney as an experimental community of about 20,000
people on the Disney World property in central Florida. With its radial plan, 50-
acre town center enclosed by a dome, themed international shopping area,
greenbelt, high-density apartments, satellite communities, monorail and
underground roads, the original EPCOT plan is reminiscent of post-war
Stockholm and the British New Towns, as well as today's transit-oriented
development theory. Unfortunately, Disney himself did not live long enough to
witness the realization of his model city.• However, EPCOT's evolution into
projects such as the EPCOT Center and the town of Celebration displays a
remarkable commitment by the Disney organization to the original EPCOT
philosophy, one which continues to have relevance in the fields of planning and
development.
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During the final months of his life, Walt Disney was consumed with the world-wide problems of cities. His
development concept at the time of his death on December 15th, 1966 would be his team’s conceptual
response to the ills of the inner cities and the sprawl of the megalopolis: the Experimental Prototype
Community of Tomorrow• or, as it became known, EPCOT. This beautifully written, instantly engrossing
volume focuses on the original concept of EPCOT, which was conceived by Disney as an experimental
community of about 20,000 people on the Disney World property in central Florida. With its radial plan, 50-
acre town center enclosed by a dome, themed international shopping area, greenbelt, high-density
apartments, satellite communities, monorail and underground roads, the original EPCOT plan is reminiscent
of post-war Stockholm and the British New Towns, as well as today's transit-oriented development theory.
Unfortunately, Disney himself did not live long enough to witness the realization of his model city.•
However, EPCOT's evolution into projects such as the EPCOT Center and the town of Celebration displays a
remarkable commitment by the Disney organization to the original EPCOT philosophy, one which continues
to have relevance in the fields of planning and development.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...solid academic historical research and a "great read" about one of the most fascinating people of our
century." -- Richard Peiser, Michael D. Spear Professor of Real Estate Development, Harvard Design
School, Massachusetts, USA

"Mannheim does a remarkable job in detailing the Disney's revolutionary urban planning contributions that
shape most of the modern world." -- Edward J. Blakely, Dean, Milano Graduate School of Management and
Urban Policy, New School University, New York, USA

"The book is the first to reveal Walt Disney's deep personal concern for the urban "crisis" of the time..." --
Gerald Gast, Associate Professor, Portland Urban Architecture Program, The University of Oregon

"...a well-documented historical account of the decision-making processes regarding EPCOT...an
indispensable resource." -- Jeffrey Sasha Davis, Pennsylvania State University

"For professionals, practitioners, and students of community development...Walt Disney and the Quest for
Community provides a nugget of unique information." -- Roger L. Galatas, Urban Land

About the Author
Dr. Steve Mannheim holds a doctorate in planning and development from the School of Urban Planning and
Development at the University of Southern California.Â  He serves as an adjunct instructor at California
State University, Northridge and consults in the area of real estate economics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jean Spence:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Walt Disney and the Quest for Community. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book
Walt Disney and the Quest for Community. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Roger Bennett:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Walt Disney and the Quest for Community book is readable by means of
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding
Walt Disney and the Quest for Community content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people.



The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still
thinking Walt Disney and the Quest for Community is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Karl Irwin:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you is Walt Disney and the Quest for Community this publication consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Sue Joseph:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Walt Disney and the Quest for Community
to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and
looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that
the reserve Walt Disney and the Quest for Community can to be your new friend when you're sense alone
and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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