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Imagination occupies a central place in philosophy, going back to Aristotle.
However, following a period of relative neglect there has been an explosion of
interest in imagination in the past two decades as philosophers examine the role
of imagination in debates about the mind and cognition, aesthetics and ethics, as
well as epistemology, science and mathematics.

This outstanding Handbook contains over thirty specially commissioned chapters
by leading philosophers organised into six clear sections examining the most
important aspects of the philosophy of imagination, including:

Imagination in historical context: Aristotle, Descartes, Hume, Kant, Husserl,●

and Sartre
What is imagination? The relation between imagination and mental imagery;●

imagination contrasted with perception, memory, and dreaming
Imagination in aesthetics: imagination and our engagement with music, art, and●

fiction; the problems of fictional emotions and ‘imaginative resistance’
Imagination in philosophy of mind and cognitive science: imagination and●

creativity, the self, action, child development, and animal cognition
Imagination in ethics and political philosophy, including the concept of 'moral●

imagination' and empathy
Imagination in epistemology and philosophy of science, including learning,●

thought experiments, scientific modelling, and mathematics.
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The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of Imagination is essential reading for
students and researchers in philosophy of mind and psychology, aesthetics, and
ethics. It will also be a valuable resource for those in related disciplines such as
psychology and art.
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Imagination occupies a central place in philosophy, going back to Aristotle. However, following a period of
relative neglect there has been an explosion of interest in imagination in the past two decades as philosophers
examine the role of imagination in debates about the mind and cognition, aesthetics and ethics, as well as
epistemology, science and mathematics.

This outstanding Handbook contains over thirty specially commissioned chapters by leading philosophers
organised into six clear sections examining the most important aspects of the philosophy of imagination,
including:

Imagination in historical context: Aristotle, Descartes, Hume, Kant, Husserl, and Sartre●

What is imagination? The relation between imagination and mental imagery; imagination contrasted with●

perception, memory, and dreaming
Imagination in aesthetics: imagination and our engagement with music, art, and fiction; the problems of●

fictional emotions and ‘imaginative resistance’
Imagination in philosophy of mind and cognitive science: imagination and creativity, the self, action, child●

development, and animal cognition
Imagination in ethics and political philosophy, including the concept of 'moral imagination' and empathy●

Imagination in epistemology and philosophy of science, including learning, thought experiments, scientific●

modelling, and mathematics.

The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of Imagination is essential reading for students and researchers in
philosophy of mind and psychology, aesthetics, and ethics. It will also be a valuable resource for those in
related disciplines such as psychology and art.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Kind provides a thorough, comprehensive treatment of the philosophy of imagination. … With its 34
well-researched and well-written essays, this volume will be an excellent resource for those interested
in this central mental function of life and philosophical theorizing. Summing Up: Highly
recommended.' - P. Jenkins, Marywood University, CHOICE

'Finally! A comprehensive and multifaceted guide to the philosophy of imagination; one that brings
together leading contemporary accounts, historical perspectives, and discussion of problems in many
different areas of philosophy. A great achievement by Amy Kind, and an essential reference text.' -
Katherine Thomson-Jones, Oberlin College, USA

'With the breadth of its coverage and quality of its scholarship, this Handbook surely deserves to
become the definitive reference source on the philosophy of the imagination for years to come. It
stands as an excellent reminder of the fact that the imagination is a notion we all, regardless of our
specialisations, must make room for.' - Elisabeth Schellekens Dammann, Uppsala University, Sweden

'A breath-taking journey into the realm of Imagination, and an extremely useful addition to the
current literature. Following an excellent and articulate Introduction, the chapters in this book are a
valuable compass for the reader who wants to orient herself within such a vast literature.' - Margherita
Arcangeli, University of Geneva, Switzerland

About the Author

Amy Kind is Professor of Philosophy at Claremont McKenna College, USA. She is editor of Philosophy of
Mind in the Twentieth and Twenty-first Centuries, volume six of The History of the Philosophy of Mind,
(Routledge, 2016), and with Peter Kung she is editor of the forthcoming collection Knowledge through
Imagination.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeraldine Thurman:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about
the person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found
difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Routledge Handbook of
Philosophy of Imagination (Routledge Handbooks in Philosophy).



Charlene Rodriquez:

This The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of Imagination (Routledge Handbooks in Philosophy) is brand
new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in
reading this The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of Imagination (Routledge Handbooks in Philosophy)
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone.
These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People
who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any
in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Mary McClellan:

You can get this The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of Imagination (Routledge Handbooks in
Philosophy) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current
ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Tiffany Zamora:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of
Imagination (Routledge Handbooks in Philosophy) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the guide The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy
of Imagination (Routledge Handbooks in Philosophy) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really
feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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