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Acclaimed true-crime journalist Linda Wolfe presents the chilling case of a
college professor who bludgeoned to death the prostitute he loved—plus
eight other true stories that expose the psychological forces that drive
seemingly respectable people to commit violent, unexpected crimes

A professor at Tufts University School of Medicine, a suburban husband, and
father of three, William Douglas secretly frequented Boston’s Combat Zone, a
world of pimps, pushers, and porn shops. One night in 1982 he met twenty-year-
old prostitute and former art student Robin Benedict, with whom he began a
torrid affair that would end in murder.
 
With the revealing psychological insights that made her previous books such
riveting character studies, Wolfe depicts the catastrophic results of Douglas’s
living out his secret love fantasies and the complex police investigation that
brought the professor to justice.
 
Among the eight shorter true-crime stories included in this volume is the case of
the notorious Marcus twins, Manhattan gynecologists and drug addicts who were
found dead together in an Upper East Side apartment. Wolfe also takes readers
into the gay and transsexual clubs of 1980s New York for a twisted story of love
and murder, and to the Texas suburbs, where a privileged fourteen-year-old boy
takes a semiautomatic to his parents one sweltering July morning. 
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Acclaimed true-crime journalist Linda Wolfe presents the chilling case of a college professor who
bludgeoned to death the prostitute he loved—plus eight other true stories that expose the psychological
forces that drive seemingly respectable people to commit violent, unexpected crimes

A professor at Tufts University School of Medicine, a suburban husband, and father of three, William
Douglas secretly frequented Boston’s Combat Zone, a world of pimps, pushers, and porn shops. One night in
1982 he met twenty-year-old prostitute and former art student Robin Benedict, with whom he began a torrid
affair that would end in murder.
 
With the revealing psychological insights that made her previous books such riveting character studies,
Wolfe depicts the catastrophic results of Douglas’s living out his secret love fantasies and the complex police
investigation that brought the professor to justice.
 
Among the eight shorter true-crime stories included in this volume is the case of the notorious Marcus twins,
Manhattan gynecologists and drug addicts who were found dead together in an Upper East Side apartment.
Wolfe also takes readers into the gay and transsexual clubs of 1980s New York for a twisted story of love
and murder, and to the Texas suburbs, where a privileged fourteen-year-old boy takes a semiautomatic to his
parents one sweltering July morning. 
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Editorial Review

Review

“Powerful.” —Publishers Weekly

“In The Professor and the Prostitute, Linda Wolfe has told an extraordinary suspense story with elegance,
precision, and insight. It’s very seldom that we pick up a book wanting to know why something happened
and put it down feeling that we’ve come to understand.” —Judith Rossner, New York Times–bestselling
author of Looking for Mr. Goodbar

“Fascinating . . . compelling.” —The New York Times

About the Author

Linda Wolfe is the author of five true-crime books: The Professor and the Prostitute and Other True Tales of
Murder and Madness, Love Me to Death, Double Life, The Murder of Dr. Chapman, and Wasted: Inside the
Robert Chambers–Jennifer Levin Murder, an Edgar Award nominee and a New York Times Notable Book.
She is also the author of My Daughter, Myself, a memoir; The Literary Gourmet, a classic cookbook; and
Private Practices, a novel. Wolfe’s articles and essays have appeared in a wide variety of magazines, among
them Vanity Fair, the New York Times Magazine, and New York magazine, of which she was a contributing
editor. She currently writes a column about books for the website www.FabOverFifty.com.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matthew Dealba:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This The Professor and the
Prostitute: And Other True Tales of Murder and Madness is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Mary Hanlon:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Professor and
the Prostitute: And Other True Tales of Murder and Madness suitable to you? Often the book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Professor and the Prostitute: And Other True
Tales of Murder and Madnessis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this



world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Aracely Schneider:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is The Professor and the Prostitute: And Other True Tales of Murder and Madness this reserve consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Tiffaney Serna:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Professor and the Prostitute: And Other True
Tales of Murder and Madness was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The
Professor and the Prostitute: And Other True Tales of Murder and Madness has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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