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Since the oil boom of the 1970s, the Gulf Cooperation Council States have
attempted to achieve economic stability and realise their development goals.
Such efforts have so far been in vain, however, as these states’ autocratic
governments have closed off their political systems with the support of
international allies, especially the United States.

In this timely and exhaustive analysis of the political economies of the GCC
since the 1970s to the present, Yousef Khalifa Al-Yousef examines the factors
responsible for the failure of the states to achieve lasting change in development
and security. Focusing on institutional structures where oil wealth has been
confined to the few, and the consequences of failed legitimacy at home that has
led to dependence on foreign powers, Al-Yousef charts the consistent disparities
between governance and the needs of the local population, to the detriment of
genuine development.

Al-Yousef concludes that the only way to ensure stability and growth in the
region is to dismantle the alliance of autocracy, oil and foreign powers. Instead,
democracy and reform are key to ensuring stability in the region.
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Since the oil boom of the 1970s, the Gulf Cooperation Council States have attempted to achieve economic
stability and realise their development goals. Such efforts have so far been in vain, however, as these states’
autocratic governments have closed off their political systems with the support of international allies,
especially the United States.

In this timely and exhaustive analysis of the political economies of the GCC since the 1970s to the present,
Yousef Khalifa Al-Yousef examines the factors responsible for the failure of the states to achieve lasting
change in development and security. Focusing on institutional structures where oil wealth has been confined
to the few, and the consequences of failed legitimacy at home that has led to dependence on foreign powers,
Al-Yousef charts the consistent disparities between governance and the needs of the local population, to the
detriment of genuine development.

Al-Yousef concludes that the only way to ensure stability and growth in the region is to dismantle the
alliance of autocracy, oil and foreign powers. Instead, democracy and reform are key to ensuring stability in
the region.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Dr Yousef Khalifa Al-Yousef is a political scientist specializing in international economics. He was a
professor at the United Arab Emirates University between 1989 and 2007. He earned his D.Phil in
Economics at Essex University, U.K., and his M.A.s in Applied Economics and in Near Eastern and North
African Studies from the University of Michigan, US. The author of numerous papers and books on the
political economy of the GCC States, his other publications include The Political Economy of Oil: An Arab
Perspective. He lives in the UAE.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Peter Burnett:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Gulf Cooperation Council States: Hereditary Succession, Oil and Foreign
Powers.

William Johnson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Gulf Cooperation
Council States: Hereditary Succession, Oil and Foreign Powers is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Valerie Beauchamp:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Gulf Cooperation Council States: Hereditary Succession, Oil and Foreign Powers your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one web form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The The Gulf Cooperation Council
States: Hereditary Succession, Oil and Foreign Powers giving you another experience more than blown away



your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Jacquelynn Laverty:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Gulf Cooperation Council States:
Hereditary Succession, Oil and Foreign Powers can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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