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The Comic Offense from Vaudeville to Contemporary Comedy examines how
contemporary writer/performers are influenced by the comedic vaudevillians of
the early 20th century. By tracing the history and legacy of the vaudeville era and
performance acts, like the Marx Brothers and The Three Keatons, and moving
through the silent and early sound films of the early 1930s, the author looks at
how comic writer/performers continue to sell a brand of themselves as a form of
social commentary in order to confront and dispel stereotypes of race, class, and
gender.

The first study to explore contemporary popular comic culture and its influence
on American society from this unique perspective, Rick DesRochers analyzes
stand-up and improvisational comedy writing/performing in the work of Larry
David, Tina Fey, Stephen Colbert, and Dave Chappelle. He grounds these
choices by examining their evolution as they developed signature characters and
sketches for their respective shows Curb Your Enthusiasm, 30 Rock, The Colbert
Report, and Chappelle's Show.
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Editorial Review

Review
Through imaginative pairings, including Groucho Marx and Larry David, Mae West and Tina Fey, and Will
Rogers and Stephen Colbert, The Comic Offense demonstrates how today's cutting edge comedy builds upon
the legacy of Vaudeville, demonstrating yet again that everything old is new again. Along the way,readers
will develop a deeper understanding of how comedy has spoken to us across time about issues of gender,
racial, and ethnic identity. The analysis is insightful; the examples are provocative; and the writing is
engaging. Henry Jenkins, Provost's Professor of Communications, Journalism, Cinematic Arts and
Education, University of Southern California, USA, and author of What Made Pistachio Nuts?: Early Sound
Comedy and the Vaudeville Aesthetic In unfolding the history and legacy of American vaudeville and its
influence on such contemporary comics as Larry David, Tina Fey, Stephen Colbert, and Dave Chapelle, The
Comic Offense explores the concept of 'the vaudeville aesthetic' through the lenses of race, gender, religion,
and class. The connections Rick DesRochers draws between early and contemporary comics are timely and
fascinating, illuminating the rarely discussed modern influence of vaudeville. Joanna E. Rapf, Professor of
English and Film & Video Studies, University of Oklahoma, USA DesRochers (theater, Long Island Univ.,
Post) offers a unique analysis of modern American comedy through pairing a vaudeville-era performer with
a contemporary comic: Groucho Marx and Larry David, Mae West and Tina Fey, Will Rodgers and Stephen
Colbert, Bert Williams and Dave Chappelle. The volume begins with an analysis of the vaudeville aesthetic
and traces its evolution through radio and television into post-1960s stand-up and improv comedy and finally
into new media (Internet, and so on). Then, through four chapters, each devoted to one pair, the author
examines how performers of the last century reinforce, deconstruct, confront, and undermine stereotypes of
ethnicity and gender, considering not only the pairings listed above but also relevant and similar comedians.
Eminently readable and yet densely packed with history, theory, and jokes, the book is an excellent model
for how to write about comedy, given E. B. White's famous dictum, "Analyzing humor is like dissecting a
frog. Few people are interested and the frog dies of it." The humor is alive in this volume and shown to be
part of a living tradition of social commentary through comedy. Summing Up: Essential. All readers. -- K. J.
Wetmore Jr., Loyola Marymount University CHOICE, January 2015

About the Author

Rick DesRochers is an Associate Professor of Theatre at Long Island University Post, US, and an Associate
Artist at the PlayPenn New Play Development Conference. He has served as the Literary Director of New
Play and Musical Development for the Joseph Papp Public Theater/New York Shakespeare Festival and The
Goodman Theatre of Chicago, as well as the Artistic Director of the New Theatre in Boston. He holds an
M.F.A. in stage direction and dramaturgy from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, US, and a Ph.D.
in Theatre from the City University of New York, Graduate Center. He is also the author of The New Humor
in the Progressive Era: Americanization and the Vaudeville Comedian.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Henry Jensen:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can



choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible The Comic
Offense from Vaudeville to Contemporary Comedy: Larry David, Tina Fey, Stephen Colbert, and Dave
Chappelle? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Shawn Hodgin:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Comic Offense from Vaudeville to
Contemporary Comedy: Larry David, Tina Fey, Stephen Colbert, and Dave Chappelle as your daily resource
information.

Lucille Grant:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Comic Offense from Vaudeville
to Contemporary Comedy: Larry David, Tina Fey, Stephen Colbert, and Dave Chappelle guide written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still doubt The Comic Offense from Vaudeville to Contemporary Comedy:
Larry David, Tina Fey, Stephen Colbert, and Dave Chappelle as good book not only by the cover but also
from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing
one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Edward Roth:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Comic Offense from
Vaudeville to Contemporary Comedy: Larry David, Tina Fey, Stephen Colbert, and Dave Chappelle as well
as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other
book likes The Comic Offense from Vaudeville to Contemporary Comedy: Larry David, Tina Fey, Stephen
Colbert, and Dave Chappelle to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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