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This book offers a new approach to the vexing question of how to write the early
history of Islam. The first part discusses the nature of the Muslim and non-
Muslim source material for the seventh- and eighth-century Middle East and
argues that by lessening the divide between these two traditions, which has
largely been erected by modern scholarship, we can come to a better appreciation
of this crucial period. The second part gives a detailed survey of sources and an
analysis of some 120 non-Muslim texts, all of which provide information about
the first century and a half of Islam (roughly A.D. 620-780). The third part
furnishes examples, according to the approach suggested in the first part and with
the material presented in the second part, how one might write the history of this
time. The fourth part takes the form of excurses on various topics, such as the
process of Islamization, the phenomenon of conversion to Islam, the
development of techniques for determining the direction of prayer, and the
conquest of Egypt.

Because this work views Islamic history with the aid of non-Muslim texts and
assesses the latter in the light of Muslim writings, it will be essential reading for
historians of Islam, Christianity, Judaism, or Zoroastrianism--indeed, for all those
with an interest in cultures of the eastern Mediterranean in its traditional phase
from Late Antiquity to medieval times.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Robert Hoyland was Lecturer in Arabic and Islamic History, Pembroke College, Oxford, and is now a
Research Fellow in the History of the Middle East at St. John's College, Oxford. He has written a number of
articles of an interdisciplinary nature on cultures of the Middle East.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paulette Rodriguez:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Seeing Islam as Others Saw It: A Survey
and Evaluation of Christian, Jewish and Zoroastrian Writings on Early Islam (Studies in Late Antiquity and
Early Islam) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Richard Burnett:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This guide Seeing Islam as Others Saw It: A Survey and Evaluation of Christian, Jewish
and Zoroastrian Writings on Early Islam (Studies in Late Antiquity and Early Islam) was filled about
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.

Theresa Frost:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Seeing Islam as Others Saw It: A
Survey and Evaluation of Christian, Jewish and Zoroastrian Writings on Early Islam (Studies in Late
Antiquity and Early Islam) or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside
science book, any other book likes Seeing Islam as Others Saw It: A Survey and Evaluation of Christian,



Jewish and Zoroastrian Writings on Early Islam (Studies in Late Antiquity and Early Islam) to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Beverly Thomas:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Seeing Islam as Others Saw It: A Survey and
Evaluation of Christian, Jewish and Zoroastrian Writings on Early Islam (Studies in Late Antiquity and Early
Islam) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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