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At the turn of the twentieth century, Honduras witnessed the expansion of its
banana industry and the development of the United Fruit Company and Standard
Fruit into multinational corporations with significant political and economic
influence in Latin America and the Caribbean. These companies relied heavily on
an imported labor force, thousands of West Indian workers, whose arrival in
Honduras immediately sparked anti-black and anti-immigrant sentiment
throughout the country. Glenn A. Chambers examines the West Indian immigrant
community in Honduras through the development of the country's fruit industry,
revealing that West Indians fought to maintain their identities as workers,
Protestants, blacks, and English speakers in the midst of popular Latin American
nationalistic notions of mestizaje, or mixed-race identity.

West Indians lived as outsiders in Honduran society owing to the many racially
motivated initiatives of the Honduran government that defined acceptable
immigration as "white only." As Chambers shows, one unintended, though
perhaps predictable, consequence of this political stance was the emergence of a
clearly defined and separate West Indian enclave that proved to be antagonistic
toward native Hondurans. This conflict ultimately led to animosity between
English-speaking and Spanish-speaking Hondurans, as well as between West
Indians and non--West Indian peoples of African descent. An all-inclusive Afro-
Honduran identity never emerged in Honduras, Chambers reveals. Rather, black
identity developed through West Indians' culture, language, and history.

Chambers moves beyond treatments of West Indian labor as an accessory to U.S.
capitalist interests to explore the ethnic and racial dynamic of the interactions of
the West Indian community with locals. In Race, Nation, and West Indian
Immigration to Honduras, 1890--1940, Chambers demonstrates the importance of
racial identity in Honduran society as a whole and reveals the roles that culture,
language, ethnicity, and history played in the establishment of regional identities
within the broader African diaspora.
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At the turn of the twentieth century, Honduras witnessed the expansion of its banana industry and the
development of the United Fruit Company and Standard Fruit into multinational corporations with
significant political and economic influence in Latin America and the Caribbean. These companies relied
heavily on an imported labor force, thousands of West Indian workers, whose arrival in Honduras
immediately sparked anti-black and anti-immigrant sentiment throughout the country. Glenn A. Chambers
examines the West Indian immigrant community in Honduras through the development of the country's fruit
industry, revealing that West Indians fought to maintain their identities as workers, Protestants, blacks, and
English speakers in the midst of popular Latin American nationalistic notions of mestizaje, or mixed-race
identity.

West Indians lived as outsiders in Honduran society owing to the many racially motivated initiatives of the
Honduran government that defined acceptable immigration as "white only." As Chambers shows, one
unintended, though perhaps predictable, consequence of this political stance was the emergence of a clearly
defined and separate West Indian enclave that proved to be antagonistic toward native Hondurans. This
conflict ultimately led to animosity between English-speaking and Spanish-speaking Hondurans, as well as
between West Indians and non--West Indian peoples of African descent. An all-inclusive Afro-Honduran
identity never emerged in Honduras, Chambers reveals. Rather, black identity developed through West
Indians' culture, language, and history.

Chambers moves beyond treatments of West Indian labor as an accessory to U.S. capitalist interests to
explore the ethnic and racial dynamic of the interactions of the West Indian community with locals. In Race,
Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890--1940, Chambers demonstrates the importance of
racial identity in Honduran society as a whole and reveals the roles that culture, language, ethnicity, and
history played in the establishment of regional identities within the broader African diaspora.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Glenn A. Chambers is an assistant professor of history at Texas A&M University in College Station.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Bentley:

The e-book with title Race, Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940 posesses a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Vanessa Gibson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a guide. The book Race, Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940 it is
very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features
high quality.

Magdalena McKinney:

You may get this Race, Nation, and West Indian Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940 by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose correct ways for you.



Rebecca Goza:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Race, Nation, and West Indian
Immigration to Honduras, 1890-1940 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the book Race, Nation, and West Indian Immigration to
Honduras, 1890-1940 can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of these time.
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