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Although Napoleon Bonaparte has been a favorite subject of biographers for
nearly two centuries, to date no full-scale psychobiography of arguably the most
compelling, fascinating, and complex leader in world history has ever been
published. With Napoleon Against Himself, internationally recognized scholar
Avner Falk fills this void. He not only considers Napoleon's intellect but also
what use he made of it, how it affected his emotional life, and whether he used
intellectualization as one of his unconscious defensive processes. Additionally,
he examines Napoleon’s ambivalent relationship with his mother, his
identification with the “Motherland,” and his fits of narcissistic rage, violence,
and aggression. Specifically, Falk focuses on his numerous irrational, self-
defeating, and self-destructive actions. In weaving in the psychological
interpretations that have previously been proposed for Napoleon's actions with
his own new insights, Falk has created a most stimulating and original work that
sheds much needed light on Napoleon’s troubled inner world.
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Although Napoleon Bonaparte has been a favorite subject of biographers for nearly two centuries, to date no
full-scale psychobiography of arguably the most compelling, fascinating, and complex leader in world
history has ever been published. With Napoleon Against Himself, internationally recognized scholar Avner
Falk fills this void. He not only considers Napoleon's intellect but also what use he made of it, how it
affected his emotional life, and whether he used intellectualization as one of his unconscious defensive
processes. Additionally, he examines Napoleon’s ambivalent relationship with his mother, his identification
with the “Motherland,” and his fits of narcissistic rage, violence, and aggression. Specifically, Falk focuses
on his numerous irrational, self-defeating, and self-destructive actions. In weaving in the psychological
interpretations that have previously been proposed for Napoleon's actions with his own new insights, Falk
has created a most stimulating and original work that sheds much needed light on Napoleon’s troubled inner
world.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Israeli psychohistorian FaIk catches well the essence of Napoleon's life and career, discerning the thread in
his personality. By taking an unconventional psychohistorical approach, FaIk has written a more insightful
and textured biography of Napoleon than previous studies, demonstrating that Napoleon had a self-
destructive personality . . . . Highly recommended.” —Choice

"The basic theme of Avner Falk’s work: his ambivalent relationship with his mother, identified with his
‘Motherland,’ his resulting difficulties in achieving individuation, the ‘narcissistic injuries’ he suffered and
his reactions of violence and aggression is most convincing. It is a most stimulating and original work.”
—Dorothy Carrington

About the Author

Avner Falk is an internationally known scholar in the fields of psychohistory, psychobiography, and
political psychology. His previous books include Fratricide in the Holy Land, Herzl, King of the Jews, and A
Psychoanalytic History of the Jews. He lives in Jerusalem, Israel.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Debbie Davis:

The book Napoleon Against Himself: A Psychobiography make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain
or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Napoleon Against
Himself: A Psychobiography being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you
like wide open and read a reserve Napoleon Against Himself: A Psychobiography. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Christopher Hairston:

Often the book Napoleon Against Himself: A Psychobiography will bring you to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you
just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Napoleon Against Himself: A Psychobiography is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.



Angel Huitt:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Napoleon Against Himself: A Psychobiography.

Delores Nault:

The reason? Because this Napoleon Against Himself: A Psychobiography is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.
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