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This is the fully revised and expanded second edition of English - One Tongue,
Many Voices, a book by three internationally distinguished English language
scholars who tell the fascinating, improbable saga of English in time and space.
Chapters trace the history of the language from its obscure beginnings over 1500
years ago as a collection of dialects spoken by marauding, illiterate tribes. They
show how the geographical spread of the language in its increasing diversity has
made English into an international language of unprecedented range and variety.
The authors examine the present state of English as a global language and the
problems, pressures and uncertainties of its future, online and offline. They argue
that, in spite of the amazing variety and plurality of English, it remains a single
language.                              
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From the Back Cover
This is the fully revised and expanded second edition of English - One Tongue, Many Voices, a book by
three internationally distinguished English language scholars who tell the fascinating, improbable saga of
English in time and space. Chapters trace the history of the language from its obscure beginnings over 1500
years ago as a collection of dialects spoken by marauding, illiterate tribes. They show how the geographical
spread of the language in its increasing diversity has made English into an international language of
unprecedented range and variety. The authors examine the present state of English as a global language and
the problems, pressures and uncertainties of its future, online and offline. They argue that, in spite of the
amazing variety and plurality of English, it remains a single language.

Jan Svartvik is Emeritus Professor at the University of Lund, Sweden. He is co-author of A Communicative
Grammar of English(with Geoffrey Leech) and A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language (with
Randolph Quirk, Sidney Greenbaum and Geoffrey Leech). He has published on other varied aspects of
English linguistics, such as corpus linguistics, forensic linguistics, contrastive grammar and nautical
terminology. He is a Member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, The Royal Academy of Letters,
History and Antiquities and Academia Europaea.

Geoffrey Leech (1935-2014) was Research Professor of Linguistics at Lancaster University, UK. Author, co-
author, or co-editor of some 25 books and 100 papers or articles on varied aspects of linguistics and the
English language, he was a Fellow of the British Academy and a Member of Academia Europaea. He was
the author of widely used introductions to and Pragmatics, co-author with Mike Short of A Linguistic Guide
to English Poetry, and co-author with Margaret Deuchar and Robert Hoogenraad of English Grammar for
Today: A New Introduction.

David Crystal is Honorary Professor of Linguistics at the University of Bangor. He is the author or editor of
over a hundred books on aspects of linguistics and the English language, such as The Cambridge
Encyclopedia of Language, The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language, The Stories of English,
Language and the Internet, and Evolving English. He is a Fellow of the British Academy, and in 1995 was
awardded an OBE for services to the English Language                                          

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mitchell Smith:

This English – One Tongue, Many Voices book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this reserve



incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This specific English – One Tongue, Many Voices without we recognize teach the one who studying it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry English – One Tongue, Many Voices
can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can
have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This English – One Tongue, Many Voices having good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Michael Yancey:

The reserve untitled English – One Tongue, Many Voices is the e-book that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book,
therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-
book of English – One Tongue, Many Voices from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Keri Lo:

The particular book English – One Tongue, Many Voices has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after reading this article book.

Wm Mills:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This English – One Tongue, Many Voices is
simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have
got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.
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