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How should we understand and interpret the strange but familiar thing that we
call “religion”? What are the foundations of a methodical approach to this
subject, and what theoretical tools are available to students who are new to this
area of inquiry? A Beginner's Guide to the Study of Religion provides an
accessible, wide-ranging introduction to theories and basic methodology in the
field. Now in its second edition and updated throughout, this concise but
comprehensive book includes:-

- A case for the urgency and relevance of studying religion today
- Discussion of the role and perspective of the student of religion
- Description of the nature of theory and its function
- An accessible survey of classic theorists in the modern study of religion
- Feature boxes highlighting essential quotations and guiding principles for
application of theories
An expanded consideration of contemporary issues in the field, including gender,
sexuality, race, ethnicity, globalization, violence, science, and new media.
- Recommended further reading

A Beginner's Guide to the Study of Religion offers a thorough but concise body of
material suitable for introductory courses on the study of religion, or to provide
theoretical context for survey courses. Study questions and worksheets can be
found on the book's webpage.
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How should we understand and interpret the strange but familiar thing that we call “religion”? What are the
foundations of a methodical approach to this subject, and what theoretical tools are available to students who
are new to this area of inquiry? A Beginner's Guide to the Study of Religion provides an accessible, wide-
ranging introduction to theories and basic methodology in the field. Now in its second edition and updated
throughout, this concise but comprehensive book includes:-

- A case for the urgency and relevance of studying religion today
- Discussion of the role and perspective of the student of religion
- Description of the nature of theory and its function
- An accessible survey of classic theorists in the modern study of religion
- Feature boxes highlighting essential quotations and guiding principles for application of theories
An expanded consideration of contemporary issues in the field, including gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity,
globalization, violence, science, and new media.
- Recommended further reading

A Beginner's Guide to the Study of Religion offers a thorough but concise body of material suitable for
introductory courses on the study of religion, or to provide theoretical context for survey courses. Study
questions and worksheets can be found on the book's webpage.
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Editorial Review

Review
“In this second edition of a book designed primarily to introduce students to the academic study of religion,
Herling (Marymount Manhattan College) defends the role that theory plays in opening religious studies to
academic inquiry. Focusing on theoretical literacy as a way to advance the understanding of religion in
general, the author reviews with discernment and cogency classic theories of religion?Otto, James,
Durkheim, Geertz, Turner, Marx, Freud, Jung, Eliade, Smart, Tillich, W. C. Smith?then turns his attention to
women’s experiences, religion and violence, religion and science, race and ethnicity, globalization, and
material culture as these topics today affect methodological developments in religious studies as a field.
Herling addresses the difficulty of defining religion, the insider/outsider problem in studying religion, the
need for students to defamiliarize objects of study, and issues related to the separation of theology from the
academic study of religion. Well written and accessible, this book will be a welcome resource in introductory
academic religion classes. The insightful review of theoretical and methodological issues in the
contemporary study of religion will no doubt prove beneficial to specialists. Summing Up: Recommended.
Lower-division undergraduates through faculty and professionals; general readers.” - CHOICE

About the Author
Bradley L. Herling is Professor of Religious Studies at Marymount Manhattan College, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathleen Land:

This A Beginner's Guide to the Study of Religion book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this
e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This A Beginner's Guide to the Study of Religion without we understand teach the
one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry A
Beginner's Guide to the Study of Religion can bring once you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This A Beginner's Guide
to the Study of Religion having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Dennis Byrd:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this A Beginner's Guide to the Study of
Religion book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.



Helen Williams:

This A Beginner's Guide to the Study of Religion usually are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason of this A Beginner's Guide to the Study of Religion can be among the
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with
information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this A Beginner's
Guide to the Study of Religion giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

James Hudson:

Precisely why? Because this A Beginner's Guide to the Study of Religion is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you
I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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