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Max Ehrmann (September 26, 1872 – September 9, 1945) was an American
writer, poet, and attorney from Terre Haute, Indiana, widely known for his 1927
prose poem "Desiderata" (Latin: "things desired"). He often wrote on spiritual
themes.

Ehrmann was of German descent; both his parents emigrated from Bavaria in the
1840s. Young Ehrmann was educated at the Terre Haute Fourth District School
and the German Methodist Church.

He received a degree in English from DePauw University in Greencastle,
Indiana, which he attended from 1890 to 1894. While there, he was a member of
Delta Tau Delta's Beta Beta chapter and was editor of the school newspaper,
Depauw Weekly.

Ehrmann then studied philosophy and law at Harvard University, where he was
editor of Delta Tau Delta's national magazine The Rainbow, circa 1896.

Ehrmann returned to his hometown of Terre Haute, Indiana in 1898 to practice
law. He was a deputy state's attorney in Vigo County, Indiana for two years.
Subsequently, he worked in his family's meatpacking business and in the overalls
manufacturing industry. At age 40, Ehrmann left the business to write. At age 54,
he wrote Desiderata, which achieved fame only after his death.

Ehrmann was awarded Doctor of Letters honorary degree from DePauw
University in about 1937. He was also elected to the Delta Tau Delta
Distinguished Service Chapter, the fraternity's highest alumni award.

Ehrmann died in 1945. He is buried in Highland Lawn Cemetery in Terre Haute,
Indiana. In 2010 the city honored Ehrmann with a life-size bronze statue by
sculptor Bill Wolfe. He is depicted sitting on a downtown bench, pen in hand,
with a notebook in his lap. "Desiderata" is engraved on a plaque that resides next
to the statue and lines from the poem are embedded in the walkway. The
sculpture is in the collection of Art Spaces, Inc. – Wabash Valley Outdoor
Sculpture Collection.
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Terre Haute, Indiana, widely known for his 1927 prose poem "Desiderata" (Latin: "things desired"). He often
wrote on spiritual themes.

Ehrmann was of German descent; both his parents emigrated from Bavaria in the 1840s. Young Ehrmann
was educated at the Terre Haute Fourth District School and the German Methodist Church.
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1890 to 1894. While there, he was a member of Delta Tau Delta's Beta Beta chapter and was editor of the
school newspaper, Depauw Weekly.

Ehrmann then studied philosophy and law at Harvard University, where he was editor of Delta Tau Delta's
national magazine The Rainbow, circa 1896.

Ehrmann returned to his hometown of Terre Haute, Indiana in 1898 to practice law. He was a deputy state's
attorney in Vigo County, Indiana for two years. Subsequently, he worked in his family's meatpacking
business and in the overalls manufacturing industry. At age 40, Ehrmann left the business to write. At age
54, he wrote Desiderata, which achieved fame only after his death.

Ehrmann was awarded Doctor of Letters honorary degree from DePauw University in about 1937. He was
also elected to the Delta Tau Delta Distinguished Service Chapter, the fraternity's highest alumni award.

Ehrmann died in 1945. He is buried in Highland Lawn Cemetery in Terre Haute, Indiana. In 2010 the city
honored Ehrmann with a life-size bronze statue by sculptor Bill Wolfe. He is depicted sitting on a downtown
bench, pen in hand, with a notebook in his lap. "Desiderata" is engraved on a plaque that resides next to the
statue and lines from the poem are embedded in the walkway. The sculpture is in the collection of Art
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Max Ehrmann was an attorney turned philosopher-poet who lived in Terre Haute, Indiana. He spent his life
wrestling with the realities of making a living and following his personal calling to a life of poetry, literature,
and thought. Ehrmann wrote A Prayer, which became a message of hope for thousands, but he is best known
for Desiderata, which he wrote for himself, ?because it counsels those virtues I felt myself most in need of.?
Ehrmann included this work as part of a personal Christmas greeting in 1933, and Desiderata's power and
appeal have continued to reach out to and significantly affect readers ever since. Ehrmann died in 1945.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dennis Bloom:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this The Poems of Max Ehrmann.

Mike Hodges:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to
answer that question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this The Poems of
Max Ehrmann to read.

James Ritchey:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book The Poems of Max Ehrmann was filled in relation to science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern
era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.



Maurice Conner:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and The Poems of Max Ehrmann as well as others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
The Poems of Max Ehrmann to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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