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The Old Testament is a collection of writings which came into being over a
period of more than a thousand years in the history of the people of Israel and
which reflect the life of the people in this period. Therefore, there is a reciprocal
relationship between the writings or "books" of the Old Testament and the life of
Israel in its history. The understanding of the texts presupposes insights into the
historical context and the development of the life of Israelite society, while at the
same time the texts themselves are the most important, indeed for the most part
the only, source for it. This "Introduction" attempts to take account of this
reciprocal relationship. The first part deals with the history of Israel. However, its
approach differs from most accounts of this history. It takes the Old Testament
texts themselves as a starting point and first of all outlines the picture of
historical developments and associations which the texts present. An attempt is
then made, on this basis, to reconstruct historical developments by introducing
material from outside the Bible. This method of working leads to close
connections between the second and third parts, because it has to take account of
the nature and original purpose of the texts and their function within the biblical
books as they are now. The second part attempts to present the texts collected in
the Old Testament as expressions of the life of Israel. The third part discusses the
books of the Old Testament in their present form.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, German (translation)

About the Author
The Revd Dr. John Bowden, is the former Editor and Managing Director of SCM Press. He is the author of
several books and articles, and has translated numerous religious books from German, French, and Dutch. .

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Sebastian:

This book untitled The Old Testament: An Introduction to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this e-book from your list.

Mark Mata:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Old Testament:
An Introduction, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Melanie Young:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Old Testament: An
Introduction that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react
to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is
possible to pick The Old Testament: An Introduction become your current starter.



Dennis Bales:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Old Testament: An Introduction is
simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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