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The meaning of things is a study of the significance of material possessions in
contemporary urban life, and of the ways people carve meaning out of their
domestic environment. Drawing on a survey of eighty families in Chicago who
were interviewed on the subject of their feelings about common household
objects, Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi and Eugene Rochberg-Halton provide a unique
perspective on materialism, American culture, and the self. They begin by
reviewing what social scientists and philosophers have said about the transactions
between people and things. In the model of 'personhood' that the authors develop,
goal-directed action and the cultivation of meaning through signs assume central
importance. They then relate theoretical issues to the results of their survey. An
important finding is the distinction between objects valued for action and those
valued for contemplation. The authors compare families who have warm
emotional attachments to their homes with those in which a common set of
positive meanings is lacking, and interpret the different patterns of involvement.
They then trace the cultivation of meaning in case studies of four families.
Finally, the authors address what they describe as the current crisis of
environmental and material exploitation, and suggest that human capacities for
the creation and redirection of meaning offer the only hope for survival. A wide
range of scholars - urban and family sociologists, clinical, developmental and
environmental psychologists, cultural anthropologists and philosophers, and
many general readers - will find this book stimulating and compelling.
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The meaning of things is a study of the significance of material possessions in contemporary urban life, and
of the ways people carve meaning out of their domestic environment. Drawing on a survey of eighty families
in Chicago who were interviewed on the subject of their feelings about common household objects, Mihaly
Csikszentmihalyi and Eugene Rochberg-Halton provide a unique perspective on materialism, American
culture, and the self. They begin by reviewing what social scientists and philosophers have said about the
transactions between people and things. In the model of 'personhood' that the authors develop, goal-directed
action and the cultivation of meaning through signs assume central importance. They then relate theoretical
issues to the results of their survey. An important finding is the distinction between objects valued for action
and those valued for contemplation. The authors compare families who have warm emotional attachments to
their homes with those in which a common set of positive meanings is lacking, and interpret the different
patterns of involvement. They then trace the cultivation of meaning in case studies of four families. Finally,
the authors address what they describe as the current crisis of environmental and material exploitation, and
suggest that human capacities for the creation and redirection of meaning offer the only hope for survival. A
wide range of scholars - urban and family sociologists, clinical, developmental and environmental
psychologists, cultural anthropologists and philosophers, and many general readers - will find this book
stimulating and compelling.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
This is a study of the significance of material possessions in contemporary urban life, and of the ways people
carve meaning out of their domestic environment.

About the Author
Eugene Halton is Professor of Sociology and American Studies at the University of Notre Dame. In addition
to being coauthor of The Meaning of Things, he is author of Bereft of Reason (1995, 1997), Meaning and
Modernity (1986), and a forthcoming book on American culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Moore:

The ability that you get from The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self is the more deep you
rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this specific The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols
and the Self instantly.

Shirley Arrington:

Precisely why? Because this The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Ronda Tollison:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read



education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
and also soon. The The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self provide you with a new
experience in looking at a book.

Mark Garcia:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self this reserve
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.
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