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In the past forty years an entirely new paradigm has developed regarding the
contact population of the New World. Proponents of this new theory argue that
the American Indian population in 1492 was ten, even twenty, times greater than
previous estimates. In Numbers From Nowhere David Henige argues that the
data on which these high counts are based are meager and often demonstrably
wrong.

Drawing on a wide variety of primary and secondary sources, Henige illustrates
the use and abuse of numerical data throughout history. He shows that
extrapolation of numbers is entirely subjective, however masked it may be by
arithmetic, and he questions what constitutes valid evidence in historical and
scientific scholarship.
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In the past forty years an entirely new paradigm has developed regarding the contact population of the New
World. Proponents of this new theory argue that the American Indian population in 1492 was ten, even
twenty, times greater than previous estimates. In Numbers From Nowhere David Henige argues that the data
on which these high counts are based are meager and often demonstrably wrong.

Drawing on a wide variety of primary and secondary sources, Henige illustrates the use and abuse of
numerical data throughout history. He shows that extrapolation of numbers is entirely subjective, however
masked it may be by arithmetic, and he questions what constitutes valid evidence in historical and scientific
scholarship.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
In the past forty years an entirely new paradigm has developed regarding the contact population of the New
World. Proponents of this new theory argue that the American Indian population in 1492 was ten, even
twenty, times greater than previous estimates. In Numbers from Nowhere David Henige argues that the data
on which these high counts are based are meager and often demonstrably wrong. Interpreting the
archaeological as well as the historical evidence, Henige concludes that the task of assigning meaningful
numbers for the American Indian contact population is an impossible one.

About the Author

David Henige is African Studies and Near East Bibliographer in the Memorial Library, University of
Wisconsin Madison. He is the author of In Search of Columbus: The Sources for the First Voyage.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Douglas Stevens:

The book Numbers from Nowhere: The American Indian Contact Population Debate gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at
a book Numbers from Nowhere: The American Indian Contact Population Debate to become your habit, you
can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a guide Numbers from Nowhere: The
American Indian Contact Population Debate. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Elizabeth Jamerson:

The book with title Numbers from Nowhere: The American Indian Contact Population Debate has lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Edna Dixon:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get



it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Numbers from Nowhere: The American Indian
Contact Population Debate can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book
you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Numbers from Nowhere: The American Indian Contact Population Debate.

Christine Brooks:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known
as of book Numbers from Nowhere: The American Indian Contact Population Debate. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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