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This unique reception history of the Epistle of James is a prominent addition to
the Blackwell Bible Commentaries series. Written by an outstanding New
Testament specialist, it chronicles the major theological, political, and aesthetic
responses to the text over the centuries, and to James as a historical figure.

Surveys the many theological, cultural, literary, political, and artistic uses of the●

Epistle of James, and the broader influence his letters have had throughout the
ages
Includes extensive excerpts offering vital historiographical context●

Examines James’s impact on popular culture, including examples such as●

Charles Schulz’s Peanuts
Unearths a range of neglected writings and opens access to material not readily●

available elsewhere
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Editorial Review

Review
This commentary draws on a rich andwide diversity of sources embracing scholarly and academic studies;
ancient,medieval, and modern writings; theological and secular works; learned texts anddevotional hymns;
and sermons and resources from popular culture. A polyphonyof voices and images provides a rich array of
insights into the epistle, fromthose that have dominated the discussion over the centuries to
manymarginalized and some previously unpublished sources . . . .
Seldom has a scholarly work givenme so much pleasure and provided me with such a rich source of material
towhich I can return frequently. 
- Catholic Biblical Commentary

"...This commentary offers a fascinating read of the multifarious ways in which James has been interpreted
and appropriated through the centuries." - Review & Expositor

Review

“Gowler’s commentary locates James not only at various intersections in the history of learned commentary,
from Chrysostom to Kirkegaard, but even more richly in the history of icons, mediaeval woodcuts and other
artistic representations, in monastic rules, hymnody, literature, political polemics, and much more. This is a
breathtaking survey of the ways, both overt and subtle, that James has become embedded in multiple aspects
of Western culture.”
—John S Kloppenborg, University of Toronto

“In an engaging manner, David Gowler tells the story of the reception of the letter of James through the
centuries. Along the way we meet an eclectic group of interpreters, some well-known and others not. The
result is that we learn not only about how James was read in scholarly circles, but also among the more
marginal, outside of the academy. Such a story is indeed a tribute to the letter of James.”
—Alicia Batten, Conrad Grebel University College at University of Waterloo

From the Back Cover

This unique commentary on James by an outstanding New Testament specialist, provides a broad range of
original perspectives of how people have interpreted, and been influenced by, this important epistle.

The author explores a vast array of interpretations extending far beyond theological commentary, sermons,
and hymns , which also embraces the epistle’s influences on literature, art, politics, and social theory. The
work includes examples of how successive generations have portrayed the historical figure of James the Just,
in both pictorial and textual form. Contextualizing his analysis with excerpts from key documents, including
visual and artistic representations of James, the author reviews the dynamic interactions between the James
and Jesus traditions and compares James’s epistle with those of Paul. The volume highlights James’s
particular concern for the poor and marginalized, charting the many responses to this aspect of his legacy.
Drawing on sources as varied as William Shakespeare, John Calvin, Charles Schultz’s Peanuts, and political
cartoons, this is an exhaustive study of the theological and cultural debates sparked by the Epistle of James.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Sanchez:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This James Through the Centuries book is readable by simply you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving James Through the Centuries
content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking James Through the
Centuries is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Patricia Miller:

Often the book James Through the Centuries will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to
you. The book James Through the Centuries is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Shane Hamilton:

The publication untitled James Through the Centuries is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book,
so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of James Through the Centuries from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Alan Archuleta:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book James Through the Centuries was multi-colored
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book James Through the Centuries has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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