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The author questions the value of long life for its own sake, arguing that modern
medicine has ironically created a group for whom survival is possible but
satisfaction elusive. He proposed reforms to redefine and restructure the
institutions responsible for the elderly in America.
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Editorial Review

Review

Butler questions the value of long life for its own sake; modern medicine, he says, has ironically created 'a
huge group of people for whom survival is possible but satisfaction in living elusive.' He proposes sweeping
policy reforms to redefine and restructure the institutions responsible for what he calls 'the tragedy of old age
in America.'.

(New York Times Book Review)

This book admirably reviews the panoply of ugly social facts which add up to 'ageism' (a term Butler coined,
meaning prejudice against old persons). In such areas as housing, Social Security, inflation, nursing homes,
and medical care, Butler reports pervasive private despair and public neglect.. [and] calls for a 'national
policy on aging' which would encompass more and better health care, nutrition, transportation, and public
service information.

(Library Journal)

Everyone should read this book... suitable for use in high school as well as medical school, and for readers of
every age.

(Journal of the American Medical Association)

The best and best informed exposé to appear so far... every American of every age should read this book.

(Alex Comfort)

Crammed with facts that explode old myths.

(Boston Globe)

Eloquent, exhaustive, and formidably informed... A mandatory book.

(Kirkus Reviews)

Heavily documented, highly readable... jammed with recommendations for constructive change in every
area.

(Science)

The Encyclopedia Britannica of American aging.



(Washingtonian)

Important, fact-filled, compassionate, and insightful.

(Judd Marmor, M.D., former president, American Psychiatric Association)

I commend it for clarity and lucidity, unpretentiousness and comprehensiveness... I think it is a classic.

(Karl Menninger M.D.)

About the Author

Robert N. Butler, M.D., is president and chief executive officer of the International Longevity Center–USA
and professor of geriatrics at the Brookdale Department of Geriatrics and Adult Development at the Mount
Sinai Medical Center in New York City. From 1975 to 1982 he was the founding director of the National
Institute on Aging of the National Institutes of Health. In 1982 he founded the first department of geriatrics
in a U.S. medical school. In 1976 Butler won the Pulitzer Prize for his book Why Survive?: Being Old in
America. He is co-author (with Dr. Myrna I. Lewis) of the books Aging and Mental Health and Love and Sex
After 60. He is presently working on a book, The Longevity Revolution.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Earl Diehl:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Why Survive?: Being Old in America. Try to make book Why Survive?:
Being Old in America as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Terry Grissom:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Why Survive?: Being Old in America. You can choose
the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Why
Survive?: Being Old in America. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign
or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era,
we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.



Judith Roemer:

Why Survive?: Being Old in America can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Why Survive?: Being Old in America although
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial thinking.

Michelle Seidl:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Why Survive?: Being Old in America why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.
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