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Critics typically regard Abe Kobo (1924-93) as writing against realism, due to
his avant-garde aesthetics that challenged the Naturalist realism dominating the
literary mainstream and the Socialist realism of the orthodox Left in postwar
Japan. He considered his work thoroughly realist, however, and starting in the
early 1950s in a series of avant-garde art and literary groups, he championed the
possibility of a vital, contemporary realism that challenged the reader to question
the "reality" represented in the text through increasingly self-conscious writing
strategies. Through a reassessment of the texts in which he worked out his theory
of realism, this study traces the development of his commitment to making "truth
from a lie"—to fiction, drama, and reportage that openly display their artifice.
Key argues that the reflexivity of Abe's texts, which lay bare their own processes
of artificial construction in order to reflect how our everyday sense of reality is
constructed and maintained, created a critical space for metatextual ideas that
were not acknowledged by the literary establishment of his time and have yet to
be recognized by critics today. Undergirding his theory and practice of realism
was a critique of conventional documentary and of the classic detective story.
The texts examined here expose the degree to which the documentarian and the
detective are active fabricators of meaning rather than neutral observers of fact.
By paying close attention to the tension between the documentary and the fictive
in Abe's works, Key draws out the ethical implications of his documentary
approach, arguing persuasively that the documentary qualities of his writing,
such as its valorization of objectivity over psychologism and the realm of
"concrete things" over abstraction are strategies for challenging the dominant
assumptions about what constitutes good ethics and good art, as well as the
relationship between these two spheres.
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Critics typically regard Abe Kobo (1924-93) as writing against realism, due to his avant-garde aesthetics that
challenged the Naturalist realism dominating the literary mainstream and the Socialist realism of the
orthodox Left in postwar Japan. He considered his work thoroughly realist, however, and starting in the early
1950s in a series of avant-garde art and literary groups, he championed the possibility of a vital,
contemporary realism that challenged the reader to question the "reality" represented in the text through
increasingly self-conscious writing strategies. Through a reassessment of the texts in which he worked out
his theory of realism, this study traces the development of his commitment to making "truth from a lie"—to
fiction, drama, and reportage that openly display their artifice. Key argues that the reflexivity of Abe's texts,
which lay bare their own processes of artificial construction in order to reflect how our everyday sense of
reality is constructed and maintained, created a critical space for metatextual ideas that were not
acknowledged by the literary establishment of his time and have yet to be recognized by critics today.
Undergirding his theory and practice of realism was a critique of conventional documentary and of the
classic detective story. The texts examined here expose the degree to which the documentarian and the
detective are active fabricators of meaning rather than neutral observers of fact. By paying close attention to
the tension between the documentary and the fictive in Abe's works, Key draws out the ethical implications
of his documentary approach, arguing persuasively that the documentary qualities of his writing, such as its
valorization of objectivity over psychologism and the realm of "concrete things" over abstraction are
strategies for challenging the dominant assumptions about what constitutes good ethics and good art, as well
as the relationship between these two spheres.
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Editorial Review

Review
Abe Kobo's writings are as fresh and relevant today as they were when he wrote them between 1948 and
1991. Margaret Key's analysis of them is a joy to read. Abe has been best known as a novelist of the absurd,
but Key utilizes newspaper reportage and plays to read him in a new light. In a tight argument rendered in
supple and sure prose, Key deftly locates Abe within Japanese intellectual history and restores to his work
the ethical realist dimension it so rightly deserves. (Bruce Baird, UMass)

Dr. Key's study takes the unconventional view of focusing on the realisms in Abe's texts and through it sheds
light on an aspect of his oeuvre, and of postwar Japanese literature in general, that has been too long
neglected. Examining the ties between documentary movement and its offshoots to changing perceptions of
political consciousness, Dr. Key sheds light on the complex interplay of politics, philosophy, and literary
representation in this unique period of modern Japanese history. (Mark Gibeau, Australian National
University)

Truth from a Lie: Documentary, Detection, and Reflexivity in Abe Kobo's Realist Projectis an illuminating
book that complements the existing English-based scholarship on Abe.  (Journal of Asian Studies)

Margaret Key is to be congratulated for writing an extremely intelligent book, one that is thoroughly
researched and endowed with an understanding of Abe Kobo that is both broad (in the sense of the scale of
information provided) and deep (in the sense of theoretical acuity).Japanese literary scholarship in the United
States frequently suffers from an imbalance in offering up great reams of empirical data that are held
together by frameworks and methodological assumptions that remain disproportionately slight and
underexamined. Key’s work is quite unusual in this regard, and it is clear that she attains this depth by
thinking not only of Abe but of literature in general. (The Journal Of Japanese Studies)

About the Author
Margaret S. Key is associate director of the East Asian Studies Center at Indiana University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Bravo:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Truth from a Lie: Documentary, Detection, and Reflexivity in Abe Kobo's Realist Project (Studies of
Modern Japan) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve
then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The
Truth from a Lie: Documentary, Detection, and Reflexivity in Abe Kobo's Realist Project (Studies of
Modern Japan) giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
info for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this



extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Douglas Barney:

This Truth from a Lie: Documentary, Detection, and Reflexivity in Abe Kobo's Realist Project (Studies of
Modern Japan) is great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
information accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read
that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Truth from a Lie: Documentary,
Detection, and Reflexivity in Abe Kobo's Realist Project (Studies of Modern Japan) in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Dollie Simmons:

This Truth from a Lie: Documentary, Detection, and Reflexivity in Abe Kobo's Realist Project (Studies of
Modern Japan) is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who
still having little bit of digest in reading this Truth from a Lie: Documentary, Detection, and Reflexivity in
Abe Kobo's Realist Project (Studies of Modern Japan) can be the light food in your case because the
information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Burton Zinn:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. By the book Truth from a Lie: Documentary, Detection, and Reflexivity in Abe Kobo's Realist
Project (Studies of Modern Japan) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become
creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life by this book Truth from a Lie: Documentary, Detection, and Reflexivity in Abe
Kobo's Realist Project (Studies of Modern Japan). You can more inviting than now.
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