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This book takes a fresh look at the foundations of modern Islam. Scholars often
locate the origins of the modern Islamic world in European colonialism or
Islamic reactions to European modernity. This study, however, focuses on the
rise of Islamic movements indigenous to the Middle East, which developed in
direct response to the collapse and decentralization of the Islamic gunpowder
empires. Arguing that the Usuli movement, as well as Wahhabism and neo-
Sufism, emerged in reaction to the disintegration and political decentralization of
the Safavid, Ottoman, and Mughal empires, this book specifically highlights the
emergence of Usuli Shi‘ism in the 18th and 19th centuries. The long-term impact
of the Usuli revival was that Shi‘i clerics gained unprecedented social, political,
and economic power in Iran and southern Iraq. Usuli clerics claimed authority to
issue binding legal judgments, which, they argue, must be observed by all Shi‘is.
By the early 19th century, Usulism emerged as a popular, fiercely independent,
transnational Islamic movement. The Usuli clerics have often operated at the
heart of social and political developments in modern Iraq and Iran and today
dominate the politics of the region.
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This book takes a fresh look at the foundations of modern Islam. Scholars often locate the origins of the
modern Islamic world in European colonialism or Islamic reactions to European modernity. This study,
however, focuses on the rise of Islamic movements indigenous to the Middle East, which developed in direct
response to the collapse and decentralization of the Islamic gunpowder empires. Arguing that the Usuli
movement, as well as Wahhabism and neo-Sufism, emerged in reaction to the disintegration and political
decentralization of the Safavid, Ottoman, and Mughal empires, this book specifically highlights the
emergence of Usuli Shi‘ism in the 18th and 19th centuries. The long-term impact of the Usuli revival was
that Shi‘i clerics gained unprecedented social, political, and economic power in Iran and southern Iraq. Usuli
clerics claimed authority to issue binding legal judgments, which, they argue, must be observed by all Shi‘is.
By the early 19th century, Usulism emerged as a popular, fiercely independent, transnational Islamic
movement. The Usuli clerics have often operated at the heart of social and political developments in modern
Iraq and Iran and today dominate the politics of the region.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Heern...is primarily concerned with the Shias, Islam's second-largest denomination after the Sunnis. But he
refreshingly teases out the parallels between the three movements, rather than their differences as most other
commentators have done.' The Economist

About the Author

Zackery M. Heern is a professor of Middle East and Islamic studies at Murray State University. His
research and teaching interests include Shi‘ism, Iraq, Iran, Islamic Movements, the Baha’i Faith, and Global
History. He lives in Murray, KY.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nathan Herr:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping The Emergence of Modern Shi'ism:
Islamic Reform in Iraq and Iran that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then
how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit,
it is possible to pick The Emergence of Modern Shi'ism: Islamic Reform in Iraq and Iran become your
personal starter.

David Gaytan:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Emergence of Modern Shi'ism: Islamic
Reform in Iraq and Iran is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Alexander Goodman:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That The Emergence of Modern Shi'ism: Islamic Reform in
Iraq and Iran can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing



more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Emergence of
Modern Shi'ism: Islamic Reform in Iraq and Iran.

Cathy Kerby:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as
of book The Emergence of Modern Shi'ism: Islamic Reform in Iraq and Iran. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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