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What is the relationship between the medieval crusades and the problems of the
modern Middle East? Were the crusades the Christian equivalent of Muslim
jihad? In this sweeping yet crisp history, Thomas F. Madden offers a brilliant and
compelling narrative of the crusades and their contemporary relevance. Placing
all of the major crusades within their medieval social, economic, religious, and
intellectual environments, Madden explores the uniquely medieval world that led
untold thousands to leave their homes, families, and friends to march in Christ’s
name to distant lands. From Palestine and Europe's farthest reaches, each crusade
is recounted in a clear, concise narrative. The author gives special attention as
well to the crusades’ effects on the Islamic world and the Christian Byzantine
East.
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Editorial Review

Review
Madden’s clear text invites readers at all levels of knowledge into this commentary on how the crusades
shaped our modern world. [He] convincingly shows how the crusades prove useful in understanding the
political, cultural, and religious wars waged in today’s society. True to the book’s title, Madden manages to
deftly discuss his research while maintaining a clear, approachable style that makes this text accessible to all
levels of readers. . . . His ability to set the scene breathes life into the history. . . . The extent of Thomas
Madden’s research is evident, and his ability to describe history in an interesting and clear manner will
appeal to all readers who enjoy reading about the past, especially where it is examined within a modern
context. (Foreword Reviews)

Madden writes that the term and concept of the Crusades had been protean and exploited from the inception
of the modern era. . . .For him, the historical understanding and popular perception of these campaigns have
led to their condemnation. Yet he still defends them as an act of piety (i.e., bravery coupled with faith) and
rejects the dominant perception that they are in any way responsible
for modern tensions between the Middle East and the West. (American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences)

It is well written and well organized...[and is] designed primarily as a textbook. . . .This is a good book. It is
very clear and also both interesting and enjoyable to read. (Speculum)

About the Author
Thomas F. Madden is professor of history and director of the Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies
at Saint Louis University. A widely recognized expert on the Crusades and Christian-Muslim relations, he is
the author of numerous books, including The Fourth Crusade: The Conquest of Constantinople, Enrico
Dandolo and the Rise of Venice, and Venice: A New History. Awards for his scholarship include the Haskins
Medal (Medieval Academy of America) and the Otto Gründler Prize (Medieval Institute). He resides in St.
Louis, Missouri.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harold Cole:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Concise History of the
Crusades (Critical Issues in World and International History). All type of book is it possible to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Jeremy Jones:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to



explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific The Concise History of the Crusades
(Critical Issues in World and International History) to read.

Luann Bowen:

This The Concise History of the Crusades (Critical Issues in World and International History) book is simply
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this
book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This The Concise History of the Crusades (Critical Issues in World
and International History) without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't be worry The Concise History of the Crusades (Critical Issues in World and International
History) can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This The Concise History of the Crusades (Critical Issues in
World and International History) having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Mildred Vang:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Concise History of the Crusades (Critical Issues in
World and International History) can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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