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In 1993, Tony Magee, who had foundered at every job he'd ever had, decided to
become the founder of a brewery. So You Want to Start a Brewery? is the
thrilling first-person account of his gut-wrenching challenges and heart-warming
successes. Based in Petaluma, California, the Lagunitas Brewing Company
makes simple and flavorful craft beer that defies categorization. The same could
be said for this book. Equal part memoir, narrative, and business story, with
liberal dashes of pop culture and local color, this illuminating yet hilarious
account of a one-of-a-kind made-in-America journey just happens to culminate
with the success of one of the nation's most popular craft beer brands. In twenty
years, Lagunitas has grown from a seat-of-the-pants one-man operation to be the
fifth largest-and the fastest-growing-craft brewer in the United States. So You
Want to Start a Brewery? is a look behind the curtain rather than a simple
business story. It's unglamorous and full of hilarious digressions, but it's never
afraid to mess with the nuts and bolts. Devoted to details but never boring, this is
a must-read for all who have considered starting their own business-or have
sweated blood working to get one on its feet. Told in the vibrant voice of the man
closest to the process-and with the most to lose-this illuminating volume should
quench the thirst of anyone who has ever tried a Lagunitas beer. Tony Magee is
the founder and CEO of the Lagunitas Brewing Company. He lives in Marin
County, California.
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In 1993, Tony Magee, who had foundered at every job he'd ever had, decided to become the founder of a
brewery. So You Want to Start a Brewery? is the thrilling first-person account of his gut-wrenching
challenges and heart-warming successes. Based in Petaluma, California, the Lagunitas Brewing Company
makes simple and flavorful craft beer that defies categorization. The same could be said for this book. Equal
part memoir, narrative, and business story, with liberal dashes of pop culture and local color, this
illuminating yet hilarious account of a one-of-a-kind made-in-America journey just happens to culminate
with the success of one of the nation's most popular craft beer brands. In twenty years, Lagunitas has grown
from a seat-of-the-pants one-man operation to be the fifth largest-and the fastest-growing-craft brewer in the
United States. So You Want to Start a Brewery? is a look behind the curtain rather than a simple business
story. It's unglamorous and full of hilarious digressions, but it's never afraid to mess with the nuts and bolts.
Devoted to details but never boring, this is a must-read for all who have considered starting their own
business-or have sweated blood working to get one on its feet. Told in the vibrant voice of the man closest to
the process-and with the most to lose-this illuminating volume should quench the thirst of anyone who has
ever tried a Lagunitas beer. Tony Magee is the founder and CEO of the Lagunitas Brewing Company. He
lives in Marin County, California.
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Editorial Review

Review

“If you really want to understand what makes craft brewing fundamentally different and more recklessly
thrilling than its plodding industrial counterparts, it's hard to find a better spirit guide than Tony Magee. This
is not a how-to business book, but a stream-of-consciousness sermon on one man’s ongoing trip into the
unknown as he creates and continues to shape the destiny of one of the more iconic craft beer brands
anywhere. There's no glib advice here. Tony insists that we all find our own unique way to success, but it
sure is enlightening being along with him for the ride.” —Randy Mosher, author of Tasting Beer
“Forget the title—this book will be as interesting to a teetotaler as it is to a beer geek. In So You Want To
Start A Brewery, Lagunitas founder Tony Magee waxes poetic about the beginning days of Lagunitas. It
really has nothing to do with brewing beer. It’s all about taking chances, and the trials and tribulations that
inevitably follow. If anything, it’s an adventure story. I received a copy and was blown away at how much
fun the writing is in this book." —Paste magazine
"Magee’s account of the company’s founding – and near-floundering –  reads less like a dry history than a
breathless adventure script. With candid honesty throughout, there is no denying that this is a story from the
heart." —ChicagoFoodies.com

“Documents the seemingly simple but uniquely savvy thinking Magee used to turn a six-barrel brewhouse
into a top craft brewer. Instructive and inspiring for entrepreneurs of all stripes.” —Ray Daniels, director,
Cicerone Certification Program, and author of Designing Great Beers

“A must read for aspiring brewers, beer aficionados, and entrepreneurs alike. This is a tale of perseverance
and patience; creativity and wisdom; innovation and insight; and shared through the lens of an unlikely beer
genius who cultivates his brand through a symphonic approach.” —Brett Joyce, president, Rogue Ales

“Like the beer of the brewery he founded, Tony Magee’s voice is original and provocative. Read this book.”
—Tom Acitelli, author of The Audacity of Hops 

“All brewers think they can write, but Tony brings his unique and entertaining beer story to life in such a
funny, breezy, yet thoughtful way that reading it feels like you’re having one of his IPA’s with Hemingway
and Gore Vidal in a Key West bar. I read it cover to cover in one sitting and found myself laughing out loud
throughout.” —Harry Schuhmacher, publisher, Beer Business Daily

“Unconventional brands come from unconventional people. Drawing from music and literature, Tony Magee
sees the world in a way that most completely miss. He has poured his heart and soul into Lagunitas and we
are all richer for it.” —Keith Greggor, co-owner & CEO, Anchor Brewing Company

“Tony is one of the most unique characters in all of craftdom, rising fast to become one of the top US craft
brewers in recent years. He’s wicked smart and has a way with words; here’s his story told in his own
inimitable fashion.” —Benj Steinman, Beer Marketer’s Insights

"Highly recommended for readers who are interested in beer, business tales, or even humorous and narrative
American nonfiction." —Library Journal



"Tony Magee is quite the craftsman, not only with beer, but also with this wonderful and revealing read.
Magee is as much an artist with words as he is with malt and hops." —All About Beer magazine

"Magee's writing, an entertaining and at times hilarious mix of Hunter S. Thompson gonzo-babble and Neil
Young Waging Heavy Peace stream of consciousness, grabs the reader by the cojones (and if you weren't
endowed with them, you acquire them quickly) and drags them along the cacophony of trials and tribulations
rendering the biblical Job something of a slacker. Spoiler alert: it all works out. Somehow. Get this book."
—Celebrator Beer News

About the Author

Tony Magee is the founder and CEO of the Lagunitas Brewing Company.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karla Whisenant:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The So You Want to Start a Brewery?:
The Lagunitas Story is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Cynthia Medina:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying So You Want to Start a Brewery?: The
Lagunitas Story that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you can pick So You Want to Start a Brewery?: The Lagunitas Story become
your starter.

Susan Ford:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and So You Want to Start a Brewery?:
The Lagunitas Story or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
publication, any other book likes So You Want to Start a Brewery?: The Lagunitas Story to make your spare



time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

John Thornton:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of book So
You Want to Start a Brewery?: The Lagunitas Story. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making
the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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