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This book examines recent political and psychological changes in Russian
society during Vladimir Putin’s third term. Instability in 2011–2012 and new
domestic and international contexts make this a unique period in the post-Soviet
political history of Russia. This volume focuses on popular perceptions of
Russian politics during a new electoral cycle, in particular views of political
power, institutions, and leaders. The contributors to this collection describe, and
interpret recent political trends in Russian society by utilizing unique
methodologies used for over twenty years, allowing results to be compared over
time.
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Editorial Review

Review
Shestopal joins a number of fellow Russian scholars who have been studying Russian political mentality
since 1993. The volume's coverage focuses on the period 2011–14. The book offers insight into how
Russians perceive the contemporary Russian state, Russia's parliament, and Russian political parties. The
contributors pay significant attention to various Russian leaders and representatives of the opposition. Their
analyses of the dynamics of Vladimir Putin's image from 2000 until 2015 is of interest to those who follow
his lengthy tenure as the strongman of Russia. The authors also assess those who competed with Putin in the
2012 presidential elections in Russia, such as Gennady Zyuganov, Vladimir Zhirinovsky, Mikhail
Prokhorov, and Sergey Mironov. Other topics covered include images of regional leaders and political
leaders of the country's parliament. Shestopal and her colleagues help in understanding the connections
between state and society in Russia. Overall, a useful addition to the literature on modern Russia. Summing
Up: Recommended. Upper-division undergraduates and above.  (CHOICE)

The strength of this book is found in those sections in which she engages in qualitative research.
(VoegelinView)

Even after two decades at the pinnacle of Russian public life, Vladimir Putin remains an enigma. This
collection of impressive studies is an important contribution to unravelling the mystery. Building on
powerful previous studies, Elena Shestopal and her fellow scholars trace the recent changes in public
perceptions of Putin and the Russian elite as a whole. Both the power system and Putin have entered perilous
new waters. Although Russian society today is more consolidated than before and there is a sense that the
earlier ‘time of troubles’ of the 1990s is over, relations between Russia’s leaders and societies remain
fraught. This book provides a psychological portrait of state and society at this time of change, providing a
powerful, original, perceptive, and convincing analysis of state-society relations in contemporary Russia.
(Richard Sakwa, University of Kent)

As the clouds of a renewed Cold War seem to be gathering, this book is a welcome contribution from the
very active political psychology research program at Moscow State University. Focusing on how people in
Russia sense and implicitly represent political realities, the book uses the concept of ‘image’ to chart
Russians’ perceptions of power and authority, leaders and opposition, and institutions, and shows how these
perceptions have changed over the years of Putin’s presidencies. One very important message is that today’s
Russians aren’t the same as Soviets. Americans ignore this difference at their own peril, and so one hopes
this book will influence academic and policymaking circles as well as concerned citizens who want to
understand the evolving Russia-U.S. relationship. (David G. Winter, University of Michigan)

Quite remarkable in its analytical depth and presentation of vast sociological evidence, this book offers
unique insight on Russian people’s opinions of their leaders, their institutions, and the Kremlin’s policies. It
is almost indispensable reading to understanding Russia’s behavior domestically and internationally. Edited
by Elena B. Shestopal, the key scholar on Russian political psychology, this book has no match in the
existing literature in providing rich empirical evidence of how society is changing from essentially
materialistic to post-materialistic values, where ‘justice and safety’ trump material expectations and demands
from politicians. I hope that all those who seek to understand modern Russia will read this book and thereby
avoid the simplifications and clichés prevalent in many ‘western’ approaches to Russia. (Piotr Dutkiewicz,
Carleton University)



About the Author
Elena Shestopal is professor and chair of the Department of Sociology and Psychology at Moscow State
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Miller:

The book New Trends in Russian Political Mentality: Putin 3.0 can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book New Trends in Russian
Political Mentality: Putin 3.0? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book New
Trends in Russian Political Mentality: Putin 3.0 has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

David Nester:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This New Trends in Russian Political Mentality: Putin 3.0 book is readable by you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
associated with New Trends in Russian Political Mentality: Putin 3.0 content conveys prospect easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
as it. So , do you continue to thinking New Trends in Russian Political Mentality: Putin 3.0 is not loveable to
be your top record reading book?

Pamela Dodge:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular New Trends in Russian Political
Mentality: Putin 3.0 can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have
thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have New Trends in Russian
Political Mentality: Putin 3.0.

Edward Davidson:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along



with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this New Trends in Russian Political Mentality: Putin 3.0 can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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