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In this major work, informed by materials from several disciplines and theoretical
orientations, the author develops a distinctive new account of the theory of
ideology and relates it to the analysis of culture and mass communication in
modern societies. In the two centuries since is first appeared in France, the
concept of ideology has undergone many transformations. It has been twisted,
reformulated, recast, and finally filtered back into the everyday language of
social and political life. Although there is much that is misleading and erroneous
in the traditions of ideology, the author shows that it still defines a terrain of
analysis that remains central to contemporary social sciences and continues to be
the site of lively theoretical debate. The key to his analysis is what he terms the
"mediazation" of the culture?the general process by which the transmission of
symbolic forms becomes increasingly reliant on the technical and institutional
apparatuses of the media industries. Building on the work of Geertz and others,
the author asserts that symbolic forms are embedded in such structured social
contexts as power relations, forms of conflict, and inequalities in the distribution
of resources, and that any discussion of mass communication must embrace its
political as well as epistemological content.
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In this major work, informed by materials from several disciplines and theoretical orientations, the author
develops a distinctive new account of the theory of ideology and relates it to the analysis of culture and mass
communication in modern societies. In the two centuries since is first appeared in France, the concept of
ideology has undergone many transformations. It has been twisted, reformulated, recast, and finally filtered
back into the everyday language of social and political life. Although there is much that is misleading and
erroneous in the traditions of ideology, the author shows that it still defines a terrain of analysis that remains
central to contemporary social sciences and continues to be the site of lively theoretical debate. The key to
his analysis is what he terms the "mediazation" of the culture?the general process by which the transmission
of symbolic forms becomes increasingly reliant on the technical and institutional apparatuses of the media
industries. Building on the work of Geertz and others, the author asserts that symbolic forms are embedded
in such structured social contexts as power relations, forms of conflict, and inequalities in the distribution of
resources, and that any discussion of mass communication must embrace its political as well as
epistemological content.
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Editorial Review

Review
“This is a pathbreaking work which will undoubtedly become one of the fundamental texts in the theory of
ideology.”?William Outhwaite, University of Sussex

From the Back Cover

“This is a pathbreaking work which will undoubtedly become one of the fundamental texts in the theory of
ideology.”—William Outhwaite, University of Sussex

About the Author
John B. Thompson is Lecturer in Sociology at the University of Cambridge and Fellow of Jesus College,
Cambridge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thelma Burke:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Ideology and
Modern Culture: Critical Social Theory in the Era of Mass Communication suitable to you? Often the book
was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Ideology and Modern Culture: Critical
Social Theory in the Era of Mass Communicationis the one of several books this everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this
book.

David McMillian:

The e-book untitled Ideology and Modern Culture: Critical Social Theory in the Era of Mass Communication
is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will
be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally
is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Ideology and Modern Culture: Critical Social
Theory in the Era of Mass Communication from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

John Lockett:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just



lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Ideology and Modern Culture: Critical Social
Theory in the Era of Mass Communication can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Jesica Simon:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Ideology and Modern Culture: Critical Social Theory in the Era of Mass
Communication can make you really feel more interested to read.
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