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Scholarly and popular consensus has painted a picture of Indian Buddhist
monasticism in which monks and nuns severed all ties with their families when
they left home for the religious life. In this view, monks and nuns remained
celibate, and those who faltered in their "vows" of monastic celibacy were
immediately and irrevocably expelled from the Buddhist Order. This
romanticized image is based largely on the ascetic rhetoric of texts such as the
Rhinoceros Horn Sutra.

Through a study of Indian Buddhist law codes (vinaya), Shayne Clarke dehorns
the rhinoceros, revealing that in their own legal narratives, far from renouncing
familial ties, Indian Buddhist writers take for granted the fact that monks and
nuns would remain in contact with their families. Surveying the still largely
uncharted terrain of Indian Buddhist monastic law codes preserved in Sanskrit,
Tibetan, and Chinese, Clarke provides a comprehensive, pan-Indian picture of
Buddhist monastic attitudes toward family. Whereas scholars have often assumed
that monastic Buddhism must be anti-familial, he demonstrates that these
assumptions were clearly not shared by the authors/redactors of Indian Buddhist
monastic law codes.

Shayne Clarke provides a basis to rethink later forms of Buddhist monasticism
such as those found in Central Asia, Ka?m?r, Nepal, and Tibet not in terms of
corruption and decline but of continuity and development of a monastic or
renunciant ideal that we have yet to understand fully.
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Scholarly and popular consensus has painted a picture of Indian Buddhist monasticism in which monks and
nuns severed all ties with their families when they left home for the religious life. In this view, monks and
nuns remained celibate, and those who faltered in their "vows" of monastic celibacy were immediately and
irrevocably expelled from the Buddhist Order. This romanticized image is based largely on the ascetic
rhetoric of texts such as the Rhinoceros Horn Sutra.

Through a study of Indian Buddhist law codes (vinaya), Shayne Clarke dehorns the rhinoceros, revealing that
in their own legal narratives, far from renouncing familial ties, Indian Buddhist writers take for granted the
fact that monks and nuns would remain in contact with their families. Surveying the still largely uncharted
terrain of Indian Buddhist monastic law codes preserved in Sanskrit, Tibetan, and Chinese, Clarke provides a
comprehensive, pan-Indian picture of Buddhist monastic attitudes toward family. Whereas scholars have
often assumed that monastic Buddhism must be anti-familial, he demonstrates that these assumptions were
clearly not shared by the authors/redactors of Indian Buddhist monastic law codes.

Shayne Clarke provides a basis to rethink later forms of Buddhist monasticism such as those found in Central
Asia, Ka?m?r, Nepal, and Tibet not in terms of corruption and decline but of continuity and development of
a monastic or renunciant ideal that we have yet to understand fully.
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Williams:

The book Family Matters in Indian Buddhist Monasticisms make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Family
Matters in Indian Buddhist Monasticisms being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
available and read a guide Family Matters in Indian Buddhist Monasticisms. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Nancy Jackson:

This Family Matters in Indian Buddhist Monasticisms tend to be reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason of this Family Matters in Indian Buddhist Monasticisms can be one of
the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you
with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Family
Matters in Indian Buddhist Monasticisms giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Bonnie Lugo:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you
simply read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Family Matters in Indian Buddhist
Monasticisms it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book offers high quality.

Laura Grier:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just



watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Family Matters in Indian
Buddhist Monasticisms which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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