
Dwelling in Conflict: Negev Landscapes and
the Boundaries of Belonging

By Emily McKee

Dwelling in Conflict: Negev Landscapes and the Boundaries of Belonging By
Emily McKee

Land disputes in Israel are most commonly described as stand-offs between
distinct groups of Arabs and Jews. In Israel's southern region, the Negev, Jewish
and Bedouin Arab citizens and governmental bodies contest access to land for
farming, homes, and industry and struggle over the status of unrecognized
Bedouin villages. "Natural," immutable divisions, both in space and between
people, are too frequently assumed within these struggles.

Dwelling in Conflict offers the first study of land conflict and environment based
on extensive fieldwork within both Arab and Jewish settings. It explores planned
towns for Jews and for Bedouin Arabs, unrecognized villages, and single-family
farmsteads, as well as Knesset hearings, media coverage, and activist projects.
Emily McKee sensitively portrays the impact that dividing lines—both physical
and social—have on residents. She investigates the political charge of people's
everyday interactions with their environments and the ways in which basic
understandings of people and "their" landscapes drive political developments.
While recognizing deep divisions, McKee also takes seriously the social projects
that residents engage in to soften and challenge socio-environmental boundaries.
Ultimately, Dwelling in Conflict highlights opportunities for boundary crossings,
revealing both contemporary segregation and the possible mutability of these
dividing lines in the future.
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Land disputes in Israel are most commonly described as stand-offs between distinct groups of Arabs and
Jews. In Israel's southern region, the Negev, Jewish and Bedouin Arab citizens and governmental bodies
contest access to land for farming, homes, and industry and struggle over the status of unrecognized Bedouin
villages. "Natural," immutable divisions, both in space and between people, are too frequently assumed
within these struggles.

Dwelling in Conflict offers the first study of land conflict and environment based on extensive fieldwork
within both Arab and Jewish settings. It explores planned towns for Jews and for Bedouin Arabs,
unrecognized villages, and single-family farmsteads, as well as Knesset hearings, media coverage, and
activist projects. Emily McKee sensitively portrays the impact that dividing lines—both physical and
social—have on residents. She investigates the political charge of people's everyday interactions with their
environments and the ways in which basic understandings of people and "their" landscapes drive political
developments. While recognizing deep divisions, McKee also takes seriously the social projects that
residents engage in to soften and challenge socio-environmental boundaries. Ultimately, Dwelling in Conflict
highlights opportunities for boundary crossings, revealing both contemporary segregation and the possible
mutability of these dividing lines in the future.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Dwelling in Conflict is a rare book. Few could have written about this fraught place with such detail,
balance, and sophistication. Emily McKee beautifully reveals the underlying environmental imaginaries and
discourses?among both Jews and Bedouin? and shows the potential for more environmentally friendly
policies and more peaceful, just relations in the Negev." (Diana K. Davis, University of California)

"Emily McKee's study of land issues in the Negev is a highly rewarding read. Her keen ethnographic eye
reveals a parallel existence: Bedouins morphing from agropastoralists to the marginalized poor, living
alongside Israeli settlers conditioned to view the natural environment, complete with its Orientalized others,
as a frontier battlefront. The result is an engaging and cohering account of the Israeli-Arab conflict from a
perspective seldom utilized before." (Dan Rabinowitz Tel-Aviv University)

About the Author
Emily McKee is Assistant Professor in the Anthropology Department and the Institute for the Study of
Environment, Sustainability, and Energy at Northern Illinois University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Henderson:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Dwelling in Conflict: Negev Landscapes and the Boundaries of Belonging
book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer of Dwelling in Conflict: Negev Landscapes and the Boundaries of Belonging content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Dwelling in Conflict: Negev Landscapes and the
Boundaries of Belonging is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Angela Hurd:

Often the book Dwelling in Conflict: Negev Landscapes and the Boundaries of Belonging has a lot info on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after reading this book.

Joseph Blackwell:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great deal



of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is Dwelling in Conflict: Negev Landscapes and the Boundaries of Belonging.

Richard Daniels:

You can obtain this Dwelling in Conflict: Negev Landscapes and the Boundaries of Belonging by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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