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There are no atheists in foxholes; or so we hear. The thought that the fear of
death motivates religious belief has been around since the earliest speculations
about the origins of religion. There are hints of this idea in the ancient world, but
the theory achieves prominence in the works of Enlightenment critics and
Victorian theorists of religion, and has been further developed by contemporary
cognitive scientists. Why do people believe in gods? Because they fear death.

Yet despite the abiding appeal of this simple hypothesis, there has not been a
systematic attempt to evaluate its central claims and the assumptions underlying
them. Do human beings fear death? If so, who fears death more, religious or
nonreligious people? Do reminders of our mortality really motivate religious
belief? Do religious beliefs actually provide comfort against the inevitability of
death?

In Death Anxiety and Religious Belief, Jonathan Jong and Jamin Halberstadt
begin to answer these questions, drawing on the extensive literature on the
psychology of death anxiety and religious belief, from childhood to the point of
death, as well as their own experimental research on conscious and unconscious
fear and faith. In the course of their investigations, they consider the history of
ideas about religion's origins, challenges of psychological measurement, and the
very nature of emotion and belief.
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more, religious or nonreligious people? Do reminders of our mortality really motivate religious belief? Do
religious beliefs actually provide comfort against the inevitability of death?

In Death Anxiety and Religious Belief, Jonathan Jong and Jamin Halberstadt begin to answer these questions,
drawing on the extensive literature on the psychology of death anxiety and religious belief, from childhood
to the point of death, as well as their own experimental research on conscious and unconscious fear and faith.
In the course of their investigations, they consider the history of ideas about religion's origins, challenges of
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Editorial Review

Review
An extraordinarily thorough interdisciplinary integration and synthesis of theory and research on death
anxiety and religious belief, including the authors' cutting-edge contributions to the field, thoughtfully and
gracefully written. Bravo. (Sheldon Solomon, Professor of Psychology, Skidmore College, USA)

Thorough and accessible, this book offers a comprehensive overview of the psychological literature on
religion and death anxiety. The authors clearly describe leading theories in the context of historical debates,
systematically review available evidence, and boldly present novel findings that convincingly overturn
received wisdoms. This beautifully written and organised book will appeal to a general human science
audience, and should become a standard part of training in the scientific study of religion. (Joseph Bulbulia,
Associate Professor of Religious Studies, Victoria University, New Zealand)

About the Author

Jonathan Jong is Deputy Director of the Belief, Brain and Behaviour research group at the Centre for
Research in Psychology, Behaviour and Achievement, Coventry University, UK; and Research Coordinator
at the Institute of Cognitive and Evolutionary Anthropology, University of Oxford, UK.

Jamin Halberstadt is a Professor of Social Psychology at the University of Otago, New Zealand.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antonio Duncan:

Typically the book Death Anxiety and Religious Belief: An Existential Psychology of Religion (Scientific
Studies of Religion: Inquiry and Explanation) will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very
suited to you. The book Death Anxiety and Religious Belief: An Existential Psychology of Religion
(Scientific Studies of Religion: Inquiry and Explanation) is much recommended to you to study. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Cherly Plaster:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Death Anxiety and Religious Belief: An Existential Psychology of Religion (Scientific Studies of



Religion: Inquiry and Explanation) offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Herbert Knight:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This Death Anxiety and Religious Belief: An
Existential Psychology of Religion (Scientific Studies of Religion: Inquiry and Explanation) is simple to
deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space
to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Donna Valdez:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Death Anxiety and Religious Belief: An
Existential Psychology of Religion (Scientific Studies of Religion: Inquiry and Explanation) to make your
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book
Death Anxiety and Religious Belief: An Existential Psychology of Religion (Scientific Studies of Religion:
Inquiry and Explanation) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of these time.
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