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This exceptional work explores the complexities of communication at one of the
most critical stages of the life experience--during advanced, serious illness and at
the end of life. Challenging the predominantly biomedical model that informs
much communication between seriously ill and/or dying patients and their
physicians, caregivers, and families, Sandra L. Ragan, Elaine M. Wittenberg-
Lyles, Joy Goldsmith, and Sandra Sanchez-Reilly pose palliative care--medical
care designed to comfort rather than to cure patients--as an antidote to the
experience of most Americans at the most vulnerable juncture of their lives.

With an author team comprised of three health communication scholars and one
physician certified in geriatrics and palliative medicine, this volume integrates
the medical literature on palliative care with that of health communication
researchers who advocate a biopsychosocial approach to health care. Applying
communication theories and insights to illuminate problems and to explain their
complexities, the authors advocate a patient-centered approach to care that
recognizes and seeks to lessen patients’ suffering and the many types of pain they
may experience (physical, psychological, social, and spiritual) during life-
threatening illness.
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an antidote to the experience of most Americans at the most vulnerable juncture of their lives.

With an author team comprised of three health communication scholars and one physician certified in
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Editorial Review

Review

'This book's various perspectives make it a useful resource for health care providers, patients,
caregivers, family members, and students pursuing health professions or studying communications,
especially those seeking to enhance their sensitivity when dealing with seriously ill patients... Summing
Up: Recommended.' - CHOICE

'Applying communication theories and insights to illuminate problems and to explain their
complexities, the authors advocate a patient-centered approach to care that recognizes and seeks to
lessen patients' suffering and the many types of pain they may experience (physical, psychological,
social, and spiritual) during life-threatening illness.' Counselling Magazine

About the Author

Sandra Ragan (Ph.D. University of Texas at Austin) is Professor Emerita of communication at the University
of Oklahoma. She has been studying communication and palliative care/end-of-life issues for many years,
and has contributed to numerous volumes on the topic, including several in the LEA list. Elaine Wittenberg-
Lyles (Ph.D. University of Oklahoma) is an assistant professor at the University of North Texas, and Joy
Goldsmith (Ph.D. University of Oklahoma) is an assistant professor at Young Harris College in Georgia.
Sandra Sanchez-Reilly (M.D., Colegio Mayor de Nuestra Señora del Rosario, Colombia) is an assistant
professor of Geriatrics and Palliative Care and the director of the Palliative Care program at the University of
Texas Health Science Center and the South Texas Veterans Health Care System in San Antonio, Texas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Music:

Here thing why this Communication as Comfort: Multiple Voices in Palliative Care (Routledge
Communication Series) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Communication as Comfort:
Multiple Voices in Palliative Care (Routledge Communication Series) giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with Communication as
Comfort: Multiple Voices in Palliative Care (Routledge Communication Series). It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Communication as
Comfort: Multiple Voices in Palliative Care (Routledge Communication Series) in e-book can be your
alternate.



Laurie Dunn:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Communication as Comfort: Multiple Voices in Palliative Care (Routledge Communication Series), it is
possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a book.

Marcella Aragon:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Communication as Comfort: Multiple Voices in Palliative Care (Routledge
Communication Series) can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Candace Edwards:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Communication as Comfort: Multiple Voices in
Palliative Care (Routledge Communication Series) why because the great cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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