
Cinema 16: Documents Toward a History of
the Film Society (Wide Angle Books)

By Professor of Film History Scott MacDonald

Cinema 16: Documents Toward a History of the Film Society (Wide Angle
Books) By Professor of Film History Scott MacDonald

As the most successful and influential film society in American history, Cinema
16 was a crucial organization for the creation of a public space for the full range
of cinema achievement in the years following World War II. A precursor of the
New York Film Festival, Cinema 16 screenings became a gathering place for
New Yorkers interested not only in cinema, but in the use of media in the
development of a more complete, effective democracy. For seventeen years,
many of the leading intellectuals and artists of the time came together as part of a
membership society of thousands to experience the creative programming of
Cinema 16 director, Amos Vogel. What audiences saw at Cinema 16 changed
their lives and had an enduring impact not only on the New York City cultural
scene, but nationwide. Vogel's distribution of landmark documentary and avant-
garde films helped make a place for many films that could never have had
commercial release, given the pressures of commercialism and censorship during
the postwar era.
Vogel's commitment to the broadest range of cinema practice led him to develop
a programming strategy, inherited from the European cine-club movement, that
involved confronting audiences with such a wide range of cinematic forms that
viewers left the theater considering not only the often remarkable films Vogel
showed, but the place of Cinema itself in modern life.
Cinema 16: Documents Toward a History of the Film Society is the first book on
Cinema 16. Scott MacDonald provides a sense of the life and work of the society,
using the complete Cinema 16 program announcements, selected letters between
Vogel and the filmmakers whose films he showed; selections from the program
notes that accompanied Cinema 16 screenings, theoretical essays by Vogel on
curating independent cinema; conversations between MacDonald and Cinema 16
members; photographs and stills; and a variety of other documents.
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As the most successful and influential film society in American history, Cinema 16 was a crucial
organization for the creation of a public space for the full range of cinema achievement in the years
following World War II. A precursor of the New York Film Festival, Cinema 16 screenings became a
gathering place for New Yorkers interested not only in cinema, but in the use of media in the development of
a more complete, effective democracy. For seventeen years, many of the leading intellectuals and artists of
the time came together as part of a membership society of thousands to experience the creative programming
of Cinema 16 director, Amos Vogel. What audiences saw at Cinema 16 changed their lives and had an
enduring impact not only on the New York City cultural scene, but nationwide. Vogel's distribution of
landmark documentary and avant-garde films helped make a place for many films that could never have had
commercial release, given the pressures of commercialism and censorship during the postwar era.
Vogel's commitment to the broadest range of cinema practice led him to develop a programming strategy,
inherited from the European cine-club movement, that involved confronting audiences with such a wide
range of cinematic forms that viewers left the theater considering not only the often remarkable films Vogel
showed, but the place of Cinema itself in modern life.
Cinema 16: Documents Toward a History of the Film Society is the first book on Cinema 16. Scott
MacDonald provides a sense of the life and work of the society, using the complete Cinema 16 program
announcements, selected letters between Vogel and the filmmakers whose films he showed; selections from
the program notes that accompanied Cinema 16 screenings, theoretical essays by Vogel on curating
independent cinema; conversations between MacDonald and Cinema 16 members; photographs and stills;
and a variety of other documents.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The ABCs of independent film-making in the 20th century. From Kenneth Anger to Luis Bunuel to John
Cassavetes, these letters, programs, notes, and conversations reveal the vibrant history of the Cinema 16 Film
Society and its central role in the development of independent film. This insider's view is an essential read to
filmmakers and film lovers alike." --Michelle Citron, Professor, Radio/TV/Film, Northwestern University;
media artist; and author of Home Movies and Other Necessary Fictions "The largest and most seminal of
American film societies, Cinema 16 was an important sponsoring institution for the great post-war explosion
of non-commodity American filmmaking. Scott MacDonald's lovingly-edited new collection of documents
provides fascinating historical insights into Cinema 16, and gives at last recognition to Amos and Marcia
Vogel's long-overlooked contributions to this vital and socially-responsive era of American culture." --David
James, Critical Studies, School of Cinema, USC

From the Publisher
The history of Cinema 16—the nation’s first film society—through letters, programs, interviews, and the
society’s own documents.

About the Author
Scott MacDonald is Professor of Emeritus of English and Film at Utica College of Syracuse University. He
is the author of seven previous books, including the acclaimed, multi-volume A Critical Cinema.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Clark:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Cinema 16: Documents
Toward a History of the Film Society (Wide Angle Books) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Thomas Smith:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be go through. Cinema 16: Documents Toward a History of the Film Society (Wide Angle Books) can be
your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.



Ross Adams:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The Cinema 16: Documents Toward a History of the Film Society (Wide Angle Books) offer you a
new experience in studying a book.

Mark Garcia:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This e-book Cinema 16: Documents Toward a History of the Film Society (Wide
Angle Books) was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point
of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
that you wanted.
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