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For the first time in book form-a great writer's classic celebration of the essence
of Brooklyn.In 1939, James Agee was assigned to write an article on Brooklyn
for a special issue of Fortune on New York City. The draft was rejected for
creative differences,and remained unpublished until it appeared in Esquire in
1968 under the title Southeast of the Island: Travel Notes.Crossing the borough
from the brownstone heights over the Brooklyn Bridge out through backstreet
neighborhoods like Flatbush, Midwood, and Sheepshead Bay that roll silently to
the sea, Agee captured in 10,000 remarkable words, the essence of a place and its
people. Propulsive, lyrical, jazzy, and tender, itspitch-perfect descriptions endure
even as Brooklyn changes; Agee's essay is a New York classic. Resonant with
the rhythms of Hart Crane, Walt Whitman, and Thomas Wolfe, it takes its place
alongside Alfred Kazin's A Walker in the City as a great writer's love-song to
Brooklyn and alongside E. B. White's Here Is New York as an essential
statement of the place so many call home. James Agee was born in Knoxville,
Tennessee, in 1909. One of the great prose stylists of the past century, Agee
wrote in many forms-poetry, short stories, novels, essays, commentary, and
criticism. In 1958 he won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction for A Death in the Family,
and he also wrote the classic account of poor Southern farmers, Let Us Now
Praise Famous Men, accompanied by Walker Evans's documentary photographs.
With John Huston, he wrote the Oscar-nominated screenplay for The African
Queen, and he was an influential film and theater critic for Time and The Nation.
James Agee died in 1955 of a heart attack in a New York City taxicab. In the fall
of 2005, the Library of America will publish a two-volume collection of his
writings. Jonathan Lethem's novels include Fortress of Solitude and Motherless
Brooklyn, which won the National Book Critics Circle Award, his most recent
book is The Disappointment Artist. Lethem was born and raised in Brooklyn,
where he still lives.
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For the first time in book form-a great writer's classic celebration of the essence of Brooklyn.In 1939, James
Agee was assigned to write an article on Brooklyn for a special issue of Fortune on New York City. The
draft was rejected for creative differences,and remained unpublished until it appeared in Esquire in 1968
under the title Southeast of the Island: Travel Notes.Crossing the borough from the brownstone heights over
the Brooklyn Bridge out through backstreet neighborhoods like Flatbush, Midwood, and Sheepshead Bay
that roll silently to the sea, Agee captured in 10,000 remarkable words, the essence of a place and its people.
Propulsive, lyrical, jazzy, and tender, itspitch-perfect descriptions endure even as Brooklyn changes; Agee's
essay is a New York classic. Resonant with the rhythms of Hart Crane, Walt Whitman, and Thomas Wolfe, it
takes its place alongside Alfred Kazin's A Walker in the City as a great writer's love-song to Brooklyn and
alongside E. B. White's Here Is New York as an essential statement of the place so many call home. James
Agee was born in Knoxville, Tennessee, in 1909. One of the great prose stylists of the past century, Agee
wrote in many forms-poetry, short stories, novels, essays, commentary, and criticism. In 1958 he won the
Pulitzer Prize for fiction for A Death in the Family, and he also wrote the classic account of poor Southern
farmers, Let Us Now Praise Famous Men, accompanied by Walker Evans's documentary photographs. With
John Huston, he wrote the Oscar-nominated screenplay for The African Queen, and he was an influential
film and theater critic for Time and The Nation. James Agee died in 1955 of a heart attack in a New York
City taxicab. In the fall of 2005, the Library of America will publish a two-volume collection of his writings.
Jonathan Lethem's novels include Fortress of Solitude and Motherless Brooklyn, which won the National
Book Critics Circle Award, his most recent book is The Disappointment Artist. Lethem was born and raised
in Brooklyn, where he still lives.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Agee (1909-55) is now considered a classic American writer, author of the Pulitzer Prize-
winning and posthumous novel  A Death in the Family (1957), of a brilliant and seminal body of movie
criticism that shaped how that genre is perceived and practiced, and coauthor, with Walker Evans, of the
photo-and-text Let Us Now Praise Famous Men (1941), a heart-touching account of Depression-era farmers.
Now, with this little book about Brooklyn, he can also be counted a travel writer. It remained unpublished
during his lifetime (though written in 1939), saw its first appearance in print in 1968 (in  Esquire), and
finally has been given separate publication as a book. Introduced by Jonathan Lethem, author of the riveting
and place-defining novel  Motherless Brooklyn (1999), Agee's prose poem captures the textural variety of
Brooklyn in language that bears reading aloud for its lilt, melody, and pleasingly pungent vocabulary: "The
collaborated creature of the insanely fungoid growth of fifteen or twenty villages, now sewn and quilted edge
to edge, and lacking any center in remote proportion of its mass, [Brooklyn] is perhaps the most amorphous
of all modern cities." Brad Hooper
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

. . . Whitmanesque, dreamy yet definitive. . .-Brad Lockwood

. . . A fresh perspective on both the author and the borough.

. . .A delightful read. . .

About the Author

JAMES AGEE was born in Knoxville, Tennessee, in 1909. One of the great prose stylists of the past
century, Agee wrote in many forms-poetry, short stories, novels, essays, commentary, and criticism. In 1958
he won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction for A Death in the Family, and he also wrote the classic account of poor
Southern farmers, Let Us Now Praise Famous Men, accompanied by Walker Evans's documentary
photographs. With John Huston, he wrote the Oscar-nominated screenplay for The African Queen, and he
was an influential film and theater critic for Time and The Nation. James Agee died in 1955 of a heart attack
in a New York City taxicab. In the fall of 2005, the Library of America will publish a two-volume collection
of his writings.

JONATHAN LETHEM's novels include Fortress of Solitude and Motherless Brooklyn, which won the
National Book Critics Circle Award, his most recent book is The Disappointment Artist. Lethem was born
and raised in Brooklyn, where he still lives.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

James McDonald:

This Brooklyn Is: Southeast of the Island: Travel Notes tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Brooklyn Is: Southeast of the Island: Travel Notes can be
one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you
actually with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you
can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Brooklyn Is: Southeast of the Island: Travel Notes forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Loyd Tyler:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large amount
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is definitely Brooklyn Is: Southeast of the Island: Travel Notes.

Mark Gallegos:

You can find this Brooklyn Is: Southeast of the Island: Travel Notes by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Gloria White:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Brooklyn Is: Southeast of the Island: Travel Notes was
colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Brooklyn Is: Southeast of the Island:
Travel Notes has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to
be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case
and try to like reading this.
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