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Brilliantly evoking the long-vanished world of masters and servants portrayed in
Downton Abbey and Upstairs, Downstairs, Margaret Powell's classic memoir of
her time in service, Below Stairs, is the remarkable true story of an indomitable
woman who, though she served in the great houses of England, never stopped
aiming high. Powell first arrived at the servants' entrance of one of those great
houses in the 1920s. As a kitchen maid – the lowest of the low – she entered an
entirely new world; one of stoves to be blacked, vegetables to be scrubbed,
mistresses to be appeased, and bootlaces to be ironed. Work started at 5.30am
and went on until after dark. It was a far cry from her childhood on the beaches
of Hove, where money and food were scarce, but warmth and laughter never
were. Yet from the gentleman with a penchant for stroking the housemaids'
curlers, to raucous tea-dances with errand boys, to the heartbreaking story of
Agnes the pregnant under-parlormaid, fired for being seduced by her mistress's
nephew, Margaret's tales of her time in service are told with wit, warmth, and a
sharp eye for the prejudices of her situation. Margaret Powell's true story of a life
spent in service is a fascinating "downstairs" portrait of the glittering, long-gone
worlds behind the closed doors of Downton Abbey and 165 Eaton Place.
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Brilliantly evoking the long-vanished world of masters and servants portrayed in Downton Abbey and
Upstairs, Downstairs, Margaret Powell's classic memoir of her time in service, Below Stairs, is the
remarkable true story of an indomitable woman who, though she served in the great houses of England,
never stopped aiming high. Powell first arrived at the servants' entrance of one of those great houses in the
1920s. As a kitchen maid – the lowest of the low – she entered an entirely new world; one of stoves to be
blacked, vegetables to be scrubbed, mistresses to be appeased, and bootlaces to be ironed. Work started at
5.30am and went on until after dark. It was a far cry from her childhood on the beaches of Hove, where
money and food were scarce, but warmth and laughter never were. Yet from the gentleman with a penchant
for stroking the housemaids' curlers, to raucous tea-dances with errand boys, to the heartbreaking story of
Agnes the pregnant under-parlormaid, fired for being seduced by her mistress's nephew, Margaret's tales of
her time in service are told with wit, warmth, and a sharp eye for the prejudices of her situation. Margaret
Powell's true story of a life spent in service is a fascinating "downstairs" portrait of the glittering, long-gone
worlds behind the closed doors of Downton Abbey and 165 Eaton Place.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
The popularity of Sunday school among the working classes had less to do with religion than parents’ much-
needed private time, according to Margaret Powell. Such revelations are rampant in Below Stairs, a
fascinating and feisty memoir of Powell’s life as a kitchen maid and cook in 1920s England. Originally
published in the UK in 1968, it’s again a best-seller there after the debut of the Emmy Award–winning
series, Downton Abbey, which, along with Upstairs Downstairs, took inspiration from the book. Powell
writes conversationally, offering cutting and humorous insights. She piles on the details of a domestic
servant’s day—up at 5:30, work enough for six people, and don’t forget to iron the bootlaces—but stops
before she falls into self-pity. Running through it all is the divide between the servants and Them,
manifesting itself in everything from the sad parade of practical Christmas gifts to the employer’s order that
nothing be served from a servant’s bare hands. Powell reminds readers that these things shouldn’t be
forgotten, and she is an honest, saucy, and skilled storyteller. --Bridget Thoreson

Review

“Anyone who enjoyed Downton Abbey or Upstairs Downstairs will relish this feisty memoir.” ?Dame Eileen
Atkins, co-creator of Upstairs, Downstairs

“Margaret Powell was the first person outside my family to introduce me to that world, so near and yet
seemingly so far away, where servants and their employers would live their vividly different lives under one
roof. Her memories, funny and poignant, angry and charming, haunted me until, many years later, I made my
own attempts to capture those people for the camera. I certainly owe her a great debt.” ?Julian Fellowes,
creator of Downton Abbey

About the Author

MARGARET POWELL was born in 1907 in Hove, and left school at the age of 13 to start working. At 14,
she got a job in a hotel laundry room, and a year later went into service as a kitchen maid, eventually
progressing to the position of cook, before marrying a milkman called Albert. In 1968 the first volume of her
memoirs, Below Stairs, was published to instant success and turned her into a celebrity. She died in 1984.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Enriquez:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen
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Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey" to read.

Sally Norman:

The particular book Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs"
and "Downton Abbey" has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write
this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Owen Neri:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Below
Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey"
your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not
known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then
become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Below
Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey"
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for
your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Jose Enriquez:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's
Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey" or perhaps others sources were given
know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them
to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Below Stairs: The
Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey" to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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