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Kenneth M. Pollack, formerly a Persian Gulf military analyst at the CIA and
Director for Persian Gulf Affairs at the National Security Council, describes and
analyzes the military history of the six key Arab states—Egypt, Iraq, Jordan,
Libya, Saudi Arabia, and Syria—during the post–World War II era. He shows in
detail how each Arab military grew and learned from its own experiences in
response to the specific objectives set for it and within often constrained political,
economic, and social circumstances. This first-ever overview of the modern Arab
approach to warfare provides a better understanding of the capabilities and
limitations of the Arab militaries, some of which are the United States’ most
likely adversaries, and some of which are our most important allies.
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Kenneth M. Pollack, formerly a Persian Gulf military analyst at the CIA and Director for Persian Gulf
Affairs at the National Security Council, describes and analyzes the military history of the six key Arab
states—Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Libya, Saudi Arabia, and Syria—during the post–World War II era. He shows in
detail how each Arab military grew and learned from its own experiences in response to the specific
objectives set for it and within often constrained political, economic, and social circumstances. This first-
ever overview of the modern Arab approach to warfare provides a better understanding of the capabilities
and limitations of the Arab militaries, some of which are the United States’ most likely adversaries, and
some of which are our most important allies.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
As the U.S. rather publicly contemplates a strike against Iraq, Kenneth M. Pollack, the Council on Foreign
Relations' deputy director for National Security Studies, offers a frank and statistically based historical
assessment of Iraq's performance in war, along with the performances of Egypt, Jordan, Libya, Audi Arabia
and Syria. Arabs at War: Military Effectiveness, 1948-1991 begins with the first of Egypt's engagements
with Israel, and ends with the Gulf War, devoting a chapter each to the aforementioned nations (Iraq gets
more than 100 pages), and focusing on everything from preparedness to unit cohesion. While it is often more
technical than most readers will want, expect journalists to be combing the book (which includes 36 maps) in
search of backstory.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In the March/April 2002 issue of Foreign Affairs, Pollack, who is deputy director of National Security
Studies at the Council on Foreign Relations, bluntly addressed what should be done once the al Qaeda has
been dealt with: "The United States should invade Iraq, eliminate the present regime, and pave the way for a
successor prepared to abide by its international commitments and live in peace with its neighbors." This
forthrightness is evident throughout Pollack's significant albeit highly specialized military history of the
tactical and strategic performance of six key Arab states Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Libya, Saudi Arabia, and Syria
during the post-World War II era. Each broad analysis covers the strategies and goals of both the various
militaries and their adversaries to provide a full political context. Pollack achieves the dual purpose of
analyzing the factors that have consistently hindered these armed forces and providing a robust assessment of
their strengths and weaknesses during various battles. Since the experiences of these forces continue to shape
military action around the world, this important overview belongs in all military research libraries and larger
university libraries. Dale Farris, Groves, TX
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review
"This encyclopedic study will be of great interest to scholars, military planners and analysts, and policy
makers. A must-read with Middle East 'military balance' studies, particularly those by Anthony H.
Cordesman."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessica Ball:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Arabs at War: Military
Effectiveness, 1948-1991 (Studies in War, Society, and the Military) book because book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.



Michelle Huffman:

The particular book Arabs at War: Military Effectiveness, 1948-1991 (Studies in War, Society, and the
Military) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Jennifer Howard:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book Arabs at War: Military Effectiveness, 1948-1991 (Studies in War,
Society, and the Military) was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Ronald Kleiman:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Arabs at War: Military Effectiveness, 1948-1991
(Studies in War, Society, and the Military) to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
available a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Arabs at War: Military Effectiveness, 1948-1991
(Studies in War, Society, and the Military) can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone
and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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