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While living in exile in Berlin, the formidable literary critic Viktor Shklovsky
fell in love with Elsa Triolet. He fell into the habit of sending Elsa several letters
a day, a situation she accepted under one condition: he was forbidden to write
about love. Zoo, or Letters Not about Love is an epistolary novel born of this
constraint, and although the brilliant and playful letters contained here cover
everything from observations about contemporary German and Russian life to
theories of art and literature, nonetheless every one of them is indirectly
dedicated to the one topic they are all required to avoid: their author's own
unrequited love.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
The Russian Shklovsky's own infatuation with a woman led to this epistolary novel set in 1922 in which a
man is permitted to write to a woman named Alya under the condition that he not talk about love. During the
subsequent correspondence, the author makes observations about Russian life, art, literature etc., all of which
under the surface really are about love.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"... a work of gossip, allusion and esoteric reference, with devices--some typographical--which Shklovsky
borrowed from Sterne, whom he much admired. "--John Bayley, Listener

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Russian

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Reyna:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this Zoo, or Letters Not About Love book
as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Stephen Louis:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the whole day to reading a guide. The book Zoo, or Letters Not About Love it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you
did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.



Bertha Boone:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Zoo, or Letters Not About
Love, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Beverly Thomas:

The book untitled Zoo, or Letters Not About Love contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the
girl idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.
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