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“The Sea of Trolls blends ancient history and Norse epics with recognizable bits
of Star Wars and The Lord of the Rings” (The New York Times).

Jack is kidnapped by berserkers from his Saxon village in the year A.D. 793, an
occurrence forewarned by his mentor the Bard. Captured by Viking chief Olaf
One-Brow, Jack and his sister, Lucy, are swiftly taken to the court of Ivar the
Boneless.

Ivar is married to a half-troll named Frith, an evil and unpredictable queen with a
strange power over her husband’s court. Jack mistakenly casts a charm on
her—and is banished to the kingdom of the trolls to find the magic that will undo
the charm. Accompanied by Thorgill, a shield maiden who wants to be a
berserker, and by the mysterious crow called Bold Heart, Jack sets out on a
harrowing and exciting quest for the ages.

From National Book Award winner Nancy Farmer, this first book in the Sea of
Trolls trilogy is epic fantasy at its best.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Three time Newbery honor author Nancy Farmer's epic fantasy, The Sea of Trolls, is gigantic in every way.
There are big Vikings and bigger trolls. There are big themes--hope, despair, life and death. At a substantial
450+ pages, the sheer size of this hefty tome is impressive. But, like all of Farmer's fine work, the large scale
has room for enormous quantities of heart and humor. At the center of this massive adventure is a small
Saxon boy named Jack, who's never been much good at anything until the Bard of his medieval village
makes him an apprentice. Then, just as Jack is learning to tap into and control his power, he is kidnapped
(along with his little sister, Lucy) and taken to the court of King Ivar the Boneless and his half troll queen
Frith. When one of Jack's amateur spells causes the evil queen's beautiful hair to fall out, he is forced to
undertake a dangerous quest across the Sea of Trolls to make things right, or suffer the consequences--the
sacrifice of his beloved sister to Frith's patron goddess, Freya. Along the way Jack faces everything from
giant golden troll-bears to man-eating spiders, yet each frightening encounter brings wisdom and
understanding to the budding young Bard. No quester who enters these pages with Jack will go away
unsatisfied. Farmer's skillful melding of history, mythology, and humor, is reminiscent of both Tamora
Pierce and Terry Pratchett's medieval fantasies, and will no doubt be HUGELY enjoyed by fantasy readers
of all ages. --Jennifer Hubert

From Booklist
Gr. 6-9. In Farmer's latest, a battle-ax-size fantasy-adventure, rampaging Northmen (the polite term for
Vikings) pass through a Saxon village and enslave two of its residents: an 11-year-old apprentice mage and
his 5-year-old sister. When Jack offends the Northmen's touchy queen, she threatens to kill his sister unless
he reverses a misfired spell--a task that requires a journey deep into icy troll country. The subsequent bouts
with troll-bears, giant spiders, and dragons are thrilling, and boys in particular will delight in Farmer's
portrayal of the initially terrifying Northmen as tellers of fart jokes and singers of rowdy songs. Lighthearted
moments notwithstanding, Jack's archetypal quest is a dense one, heavily draped in Norse mythology, Old
English lore, and ponderings about the differences between Christian and pagan cosmologies. In addition,
many readers may find it difficult to accept Jack's deepening affection for his frequently barbaric kidnappers,
not to mention the oft-repeated message, "All beautiful things attract destruction"--a worldview that comes to
Jack straight from the bloody saga of Beowulf. Readers captivated by slash-'em-up Viking culture will
happily plunge into this celebrated author's sixth novel, but many members of Farmer's traditional audience
will emerge from the experience feeling alternately dazzled and dazed. Jennifer Mattson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Heroic."

-- "USA Today"

Richie Partington www.richiespicks.com "The Sea of Trolls" nearly defies categorization, there are so many
sides to it...the latest success in the career of one of the great storytellers of our time.

Scott Meyer Merritt Bookstore (Millbrook, NY) ...What Nancy Farmer does best -- show us that appearances
do deceive. Or as the publishers say "She has never told a richer, funnier tale, nor offered more timeless
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encouragement to young seekers than 'Just say no to pillaging'."

Mary Brown Books, Bytes, and Beyond (Glen Rock, NJ) A new Nancy Farmer novel is always cause for
celebrating because you know it will be something incredibly inventive and wholly absorbing. Nancy Farmer
spins such complete stories that we don't need a sequel or even a prequel -- we just need another Nancy
Farmer novel!

Susan Hirschman former longtime publisher of Greenwillow Books I think "The Sea of Trolls" is
magnificent. Absolutely the best I've read. I read it in a gulp and was crushed when I had finished it. I wasn't
ready to give up any of the characters. It is truly splendid.

Kathy Larkin Children In Paradise (Chicago, IL) The Norse stories are so full of buckle and swash, I am glad
that the door to the land of the North has been opened again. Farmer's tale has dragons, swords, and brave
hearts, what else does one need for a great read?

Rene Kirkpatrick All for Kids Books & Music (Seattle, WA) ...A fast-paced, very funny, adventure story,
perfect for both boys and girls.

Sarah Todd Hannah Schwartz's Children's Book World (Haverford, PA) Bringing her wit, high style, and
flair for dramatic storytelling to "The Sea of Trolls, " Farmer makes Norse mythology and Saxon history
both intriguing and enthralling. Dragons and trolls, wise women and bards, runes and lunatics...these are the
makings of this great tale, and one deserving of fame.

Zach (11 years old) "Sea of Trolls" is one of the best books ever. It's sorta like "Harry Potter" meets "Lord of
the Rings" and they both meet Eragon. It rocks. It's a puzzling mystery but at the same time a comedy with
tons of pusle pounding, adrenilene racing, page flipping things going on. It's awesome that Nancy Farmer
can get you so excited about what you think is going to happen next, and then bam she swerves and has
something completely unexpected happen that's even better than what you even hoped would happen. When
will the next one be ready?

Jamie (9 years old) This is the next "Harry Potter" and I loved it. I can't wait for the next book in the series.

Walker (8 years old) Every night I wanted my Mom or Dad to read more. It was really exciting. It had
Vikings, dragons, spiders, a boy who has lots of adventures, a magical land, a Queen who has her hair fall off
and a crow. It made me laugh too.

"Heroic."

-- "USA Today"

"Nancy Farmer goes a-viking and returns with magic."

-- "Associated Press"

"A hugely entertaining story sure to appeal to fans of "The Lord of the Rings.""

-- "Kirkus, " starred review



"Readers will want to sail through these nearly 500 pages to find out what happens to young Jack and his
sister, Lucy...."

-- "Publishers Weekly, " starred review

"This exciting and original fantasy will capture the hearts and imaginations of readers."

-- "School Library Journal, " starred review

"Heroic."

-- "USA Today"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

In other case, little people like to read book The Sea of Trolls (The Sea of Trolls Trilogy). You can choose
the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book The
Sea of Trolls (The Sea of Trolls Trilogy). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Karen Chan:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Sea of Trolls (The Sea of Trolls Trilogy), you could tells your family, friends and
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Teresa Spillman:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Sea of Trolls (The Sea of Trolls
Trilogy) reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The Sea of Trolls (The Sea of Trolls
Trilogy) as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't
determine book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.



Corey Cook:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The The Sea of Trolls (The Sea of Trolls Trilogy) provide you with new experience
in studying a book.
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