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Franz Schubert's tragically short life was spent in one of Europe's most richly
musical cities: a Vienna that worshipped Beethoven, adored Rossini, and thrilled
to Paganini. Schubert, with the help of supportive friends who were themselves
immersed in the arts, won fame for himself through songs and dances while
aspiring to succeed with larger operas and symphonies. Christopher Gibbs
considers how and what Schubert composed, taking a fresh look at this
misunderstood figure, particularly the unfolding of his professional career, his
relationship to Beethoven, the growth of his reputation and public image and the
darker side of drinking, depression and sexual ambiguity. This searching and
sympathetic biography questions the customary sentimental clichés and the
recent revisionist views concerning this elusive genius.
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Franz Schubert's tragically short life was spent in one of Europe's most richly musical cities: a Vienna that
worshipped Beethoven, adored Rossini, and thrilled to Paganini. Schubert, with the help of supportive
friends who were themselves immersed in the arts, won fame for himself through songs and dances while
aspiring to succeed with larger operas and symphonies. Christopher Gibbs considers how and what Schubert
composed, taking a fresh look at this misunderstood figure, particularly the unfolding of his professional
career, his relationship to Beethoven, the growth of his reputation and public image and the darker side of
drinking, depression and sexual ambiguity. This searching and sympathetic biography questions the
customary sentimental clichés and the recent revisionist views concerning this elusive genius.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Franz Schubert is a singularly undocumented composer. Direct accounts of his life are scarce, incomplete,
and contradictory; even the memoirs of his closest friends, mostly written long after his death, reflect the
writers more than the subject. His own surviving letters and diaries are often poignant, but sparse; it is in his
music that he truly revealed himself. No wonder he has been the victim of endless speculation and rumor,
leaving his image encrusted in fantasy, sentimentality, and condescension. Numerous serious, conscientious
biographies have attempted to rectify this. Christopher Gibbs's excellent, informative, generously illustrated
new study is a welcome addition. Gibbs has written and lectured widely on Schubert; his style is lucid,
scholarly but not pedantic, and except for a stiff, ponderous beginning, flows with natural ease.

Gibbs focuses on some relatively unexplored areas, notably Beethoven's profound influence on Schubert,
both personal and musical, though they never met. He also demolishes several popularly held
misconceptions, showing, for example, that Schubert took an active part in promoting his own career,
enjoyed frequent successes, and lived to see his fame begin to grow. Gibbs demonstrates that Schubert was
by no means a "natural," untutored composer who simply shook melodies out of his sleeve, and that it was
not his untimely death that caused so many works to remain "unfinished." Some of these refutations have
already been offered by previous writers, but are well worth repeating. Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau, in his
splendid book On the Trail of the Schubert Songs, points out that Schubert's self-criticism often drove him to
compose the same text several times, though unlike Beethoven he left no "sketchbooks that resemble
battlefields." Hans Gál, in his Franz Schubert and the Essence of Melody (a beautiful book despite the
clumsy title), suggests with a composer's empathetic insight that Schubert may have abandoned a work, like
the C-major Piano Sonata, because he had modulated himself into a corner or hit a snag in the development,
going on to something else while hoping for future inspiration.

Gibbs deserves special gratitude for attacking the credibility of the most recent Schubert scholarship, which
claims to have uncovered evidence of heavy drinking, debauchery, and unbridled sensuality, both hetero- and
homosexual, born and bred from Vienna's depraved climate, Schubert's hedonistic circle of friends, and his
own allegedly immoral nature. These assertions reveal more about our own times and attitudes than about
Schubert and his world. --Edith Eisler

From Library Journal
Here, Gibbs (music, SUNY at Buffalo; editor, The Cambridge Companion to Schubert) focuses on the
relationship of Schubert's music to his brief life (he died at 31 of unknown causes) and vice versa, with
background on friends, teacher Antonio Salieri, and the social scene in 18th-century Europe. Along the way,
he analyzes the copious biographical material on Schubert, acknowledging some of the more sensational
issues (his sexual orientation) and critical evaluations (superficiality of his output). But rather than take sides,
Gibbs carefully assesses the evidence, and, for the most part, allows the reader to make judgments. The
organization is more or less chronological, paced by the compositions. Explorations of individual
compositions rarely resort to technical analysis; instead, Gibbs is more interested in discussing each work's
aesthetics and relating it to Schubert's life. Although clearly a fan, he does not gloss over Schubert's human
frailties. The net result is a well-researched, warmly written, and refreshing new look at the Austrian
composer. [Other recent books on Schubert include Elizabeth Norman McKay's Franz Schubert (LJ 10/1/96)
and Brian Newbould's Schubert: The Music and the Man (LJ 3/15/97).DEd.]DTimothy J. McGee, Univ. of
Toront.
-DTimothy J. McGee, Univ. of Toronto



Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"...timely and valuable." "Mr. Gibbs, with his solid grounding and balanced view, packs a great deal into a
small space and supplies a corrective still sorely needed." --New York Times, June 19, 2000

"One of the best concise depictions of the man Schubert." Alan Hirsh, Booklist

"A well researched, warmly written, and refreshing new look at the Austrian composer." Timothy J. McGee,
Library Journal

"This slender volume, crammed with good research, should be the paradigm for the contemporary
biography." --Kirkus Review, Apr. 1, 2000

"Gibbs, with his solid grounding and balanced view, packs a great deal into a small space and supplies a
corrective still sorely needed..." James R. Oestreich, International Herald Tribune

"...excellent, compact, and readable biography....it better presents a wide range of issues in more informal,
yet compelling, language. Recommended for all academic and public collections." Choice

"Christopher H. Gibbs's slim volume, "The Life of Schubert," in Cambridge University Press's series
Musical Lives, is therefore timely and valuable. Though terse, it brings all those matters up to date in an
eminently readable manner." Books of the Times

Users Review

From reader reviews:

June Whitaker:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Life of Schubert (Musical Lives)
was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The reserve The Life of Schubert (Musical Lives) is not only giving you far
more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book The Life of Schubert
(Musical Lives). You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Doris Brown:

The book untitled The Life of Schubert (Musical Lives) is the book that recommended to you you just read.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when
write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of The Life of Schubert (Musical Lives) from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.



Donald Wexler:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is The Life of Schubert (Musical Lives) this reserve consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Charline Bynum:

This The Life of Schubert (Musical Lives) is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Life of
Schubert (Musical Lives) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book
is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in
the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is
the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
in addition to knowledge.
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