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Undertaking qualitative research in psychology can seem like a daunting and
complex process, especially when it comes to selecting the most appropriate
approach for your project or assignment. This book, written and edited by a
world-leading group of academics and researchers, offers an accessible, critical
and practical way into qualitative research in psychology. Each chapter provides
a detailed, step-by-step guide to using a qualitative research method – from
Conversation Analysis or Focus Groups to Interpretative Phenomenological
Analysis or Narrative Psychology. Whatever approach you choose to take, this
book will ensure you get it right from the start.   
 
New to this Third Edition:

A chapter on Thematic Analysis ●

A  section on how to choose and select the most appropriate method for your●

project
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Undertaking qualitative research in psychology can seem like a daunting and complex process, especially
when it comes to selecting the most appropriate approach for your project or assignment. This book, written
and edited by a world-leading group of academics and researchers, offers an accessible, critical and practical
way into qualitative research in psychology. Each chapter provides a detailed, step-by-step guide to using a
qualitative research method – from Conversation Analysis or Focus Groups to Interpretative
Phenomenological Analysis or Narrative Psychology. Whatever approach you choose to take, this book will
ensure you get it right from the start.   
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Editorial Review

Review

What a delight to have the 3rd edition of this important book! Jonathan Smith makes available the wisdom of
the most savvy scholars in the field, and they in turn, succeed in communicating with clarity and coherence.
This is a vital contribution to the classroom, and to the future of qualitative inquiry in psychology. 
(Kenneth J. Gergen, Senior Research Professor)

As psychological science matures as a discipline, and as its focus and scope extends to address new issues
and challenges for understanding human behaviour, the need for reliable and robust research methodologies
increases. This third edition of Jonathan Smith’s book ensures that the full range of qualitative methods are
readily accessible to all researchers. The great strength of this edition lies, as it did in previous editions, in
the systematic and accessible approach to the different methods. That means that researchers in psychology
and related disciplines, from novices to experienced academics, can quickly understand and deploy
approaches that are appropriate to answer specific research questions. Each chapter clearly outlines the
essential information on theory and application. Moreover the addition of a chapter on choosing between
different methods adds to the ease with which the reader can steer towards the right choice of method. No
other qualitative methods text achieves this balance between theory and application while managing to
maintain an impartial perspective on contrasting approaches. This is, above all, a useful book. It should be on
every researcher’s shelf!

(Professor Patrick J Leman)

About the Author

Jonathan A. Smith is Professor of Psychology at Birkbeck University of London, UK where he leads the
interpretative phenomenological analysis (IPA) research group. He has written many articles applying IPA to
a range of areas in health, clinical and social psychology. He is co- author (with Paul Flowers and Michael
Larkin) of Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis: Theory, Method and Research (Sage, 2009). He also
has a wider interest in qualitative psychology generally and has co-edited a number of books in the area.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Ferguson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These
are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Qualitative Psychology: A Practical Guide to Research Methods.



Clarence Frey:

This Qualitative Psychology: A Practical Guide to Research Methods are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Qualitative Psychology: A Practical Guide to
Research Methods can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed people. Beside that this Qualitative Psychology: A Practical Guide to Research Methods
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Maria Hughes:

Precisely why? Because this Qualitative Psychology: A Practical Guide to Research Methods is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret
it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Paul Dubose:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. By the book Qualitative Psychology: A Practical Guide to Research Methods we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book
Qualitative Psychology: A Practical Guide to Research Methods. You can more desirable than now.
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