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Say "New England" and you likely conjure up an image in the mind of your
listener: the snowy woods or stone wall of a Robert Frost poem, perhaps, or that
quintessential icon of the region--the idyllic white village. Such images remind
us that, as Joseph Conforti notes, a region is not just a territory on the ground. It
is also a place in the imagination.

This ambitious work investigates New England as a cultural invention, tracing
the region's changing identity across more than three centuries. Incorporating
insights from history, literature, art, material culture, and geography, it shows
how succeeding generations of New Englanders created and broadcast a powerful
collective identity for their region through narratives about its past. Whether
these stories were told in the writings of Frost or Harriet Beecher Stowe, enacted
in historical pageants or at colonial revival museums, or conveyed in the pages of
a geography textbook or Yankee magazine, New Englanders used them to sustain
their identity, revising them as needed to respond to the shifting regional
landscape.

 Download Imagining New England: Explorations of Regional Id ...pdf

 Read Online Imagining New England: Explorations of Regional ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0807849375
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0807849375
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0807849375
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0807849375
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0807849375
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0807849375
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0807849375
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0807849375
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0807849375
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0807849375
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0807849375


Imagining New England: Explorations of Regional Identity
from the Pilgrims to the Mid-Twentieth Century

By Joseph A. Conforti

Imagining New England: Explorations of Regional Identity from the Pilgrims to the Mid-Twentieth
Century By Joseph A. Conforti

Say "New England" and you likely conjure up an image in the mind of your listener: the snowy woods or
stone wall of a Robert Frost poem, perhaps, or that quintessential icon of the region--the idyllic white village.
Such images remind us that, as Joseph Conforti notes, a region is not just a territory on the ground. It is also
a place in the imagination.

This ambitious work investigates New England as a cultural invention, tracing the region's changing identity
across more than three centuries. Incorporating insights from history, literature, art, material culture, and
geography, it shows how succeeding generations of New Englanders created and broadcast a powerful
collective identity for their region through narratives about its past. Whether these stories were told in the
writings of Frost or Harriet Beecher Stowe, enacted in historical pageants or at colonial revival museums, or
conveyed in the pages of a geography textbook or Yankee magazine, New Englanders used them to sustain
their identity, revising them as needed to respond to the shifting regional landscape.
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Editorial Review

Review
Joseph Conforti's new book is a sweeping and sure-footed analysis of the New England regional identity.
(Charles Reagan Wilson, Director of the Center for the Study of Southern Culture, University of Mississippi)

In this book Joseph Conforti has done what nobody else has ever attempted. A major achievement. (Stephen
Nissenbaum, University of Massachusetts)

Review
[A] provocative study.--Boston Globe

Joseph Conforti's new book is a sweeping and sure-footed analysis of the New England regional identity. No
other work about an American region so skillfully reflects our current understanding of what is significant
about regional identities. Conforti's thoughtful book provides a historically grounded narrative that gives full
play to the contested struggle over regional identities. Conforti shows all of us in regional studies how to
reconceptualize our work on particular places.--Charles Reagan Wilson, Director of the Center for the Study
of Southern Culture, University of Mississippi

Joseph Conforti has written the essential book about the history of the New England of our imagination--a
region configured around Puritans, Yankees, and their literal and symbolic descendants. In a broad-ranging
series of familiar (and unfamiliar) examples that range from Puritan jeremiads to Yankee magazine, Conforti
deftly shows that the centuries-old idealization of New England has been the other side of an equally
venerable tradition of worry about its decline. Above all, Conforti reveals how the New England of our
imagination has long depended on the exclusion of ethnic outsiders from the region's essential identity, and
his attention is never far from those other New Englanders. In this book Joseph Conforti has done what
nobody else has ever attempted. A major achievement.--Stephen Nissenbaum, University of Massachusetts

Engagingly written. . . . Conforti draws on a wide range of evidence, elite and popular, visual and textual,
providing fresh perspectives on such old chestnuts as the Puritan jeremiad along with analyses of such
overlooked sources as 'Pilgrim' statuary. . . . Subtle and satisfying.--Journal of American History

[Earns] a place among the more thought-provoking revisionist works.--Choice

[This book is] fun to read. It is also substantive, well-organized and challenging. . . . Conforti leads the
reader on a tour of New England culture seen from within and without.--Maine Sunday Telegram



An important book on historical misconception and mythmaking.--American Historical Review

About the Author
Joseph A. Conforti is professor of American and New England Studies at the University of Southern Maine
in Portland. His previous books include Jonathan Edwards, Religious Tradition, and American Culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Lowe:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Imagining New England: Explorations
of Regional Identity from the Pilgrims to the Mid-Twentieth Century book because this book offers you rich
facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Marie Slaughter:

This Imagining New England: Explorations of Regional Identity from the Pilgrims to the Mid-Twentieth
Century is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal
with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great
coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information
with splendid delivering sentences. Having Imagining New England: Explorations of Regional Identity from
the Pilgrims to the Mid-Twentieth Century in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this
publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
which?

Susan Bondurant:

This Imagining New England: Explorations of Regional Identity from the Pilgrims to the Mid-Twentieth
Century is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having little digest in reading this Imagining New England: Explorations of Regional Identity from the
Pilgrims to the Mid-Twentieth Century can be the light food for you because the information inside that book
is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's
why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even
dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life in addition to knowledge.



Herbert Knight:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Imagining New England: Explorations
of Regional Identity from the Pilgrims to the Mid-Twentieth Century to make your reading is interesting.
Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Imagining New England:
Explorations of Regional Identity from the Pilgrims to the Mid-Twentieth Century can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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