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Freedom of speech and expression is considered in the West a high public good
and an important social value, underpinned by legislative and ethical norms. Its
importance is not shared to the same extent by conservative and devout Muslims,
who read Islamic doctrines in ways seemingly incompatible with Western
notions of freedom of speech. Since the Salman Rushdie affair in the 1980s there
has been growing recognition in the West that its cherished value of free speech
and associated freedoms relating to arts, the press and media, literature,
academia, critical satire etc. episodically clash with conservative Islamic values
that limit this freedom for the sake of holding religious issues sacrosanct. Recent
controversies - such as the Danish cartoons, the Charlie Hebdo affair, Quran
burnings, and the internet film ’The Innocence of Muslims’ which have stirred
violent reactions in the Muslim world - have made the West aware of the fact that
Muslims’ religious sensitivities have to be taken into account in exercising
traditional Western freedoms of speech. Featuring experts across a spectrum of
fields within Islamic studies, Freedom of Speech and Islam considers Islamic
concepts of blasphemy, apostasy and heresy and their applicability in the modern
world.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Erich Kolig is a former Senior Lecturer (Reader) in Social Anthropology at Otago University and Visiting
Professor of Cultural Anthropology at Vienna University. He was also a Research Fellow at the University of
Western Australia and a government anthropologist in Western Australia. Erich has done fieldwork in
Afghanistan, Australia, Austria, Indonesia, New Zealand and Vanuatu. He has published several books
(authored and edited) and many articles on Australian Aboriginal culture and religion, on indigenous politics
in New Zealand, Vanuatu and Australia, on the historical exploration in New Zealand, and in more recent
years on Muslims and Islam in New Zealand, radical Islam in Indonesia, Islamic law in Western liberal
democracy and several other topics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin House:

This Freedom of Speech and Islam book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That
Freedom of Speech and Islam without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Freedom of Speech and Islam can bring whenever you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even telephone. This Freedom of Speech and Islam having fine arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Anthony Edwards:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Freedom of Speech and Islam book as this
book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it you know.

Mark Hart:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Freedom of Speech and Islam as the daily resource information.



Cassandra Rosas:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Freedom of Speech and Islam
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes
to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but
for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you may pick Freedom of Speech and Islam become your personal starter.
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