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In the aftermath of 9/11, President Bush froze all terrorist assets in traditional
financia institutions and money channels. But Al Qaeda and other terrorist
groups have long followed a diversification strategy that has rendered the
crackdown by the U.S. and other governments almost useless. Blood from Stones
isthefirst book to uncover, through on-the-ground reporting, the interlocking
web of commadities, underground transfer systems, charities, and sympathetic
bankers that support terrorist activities throughout the world.

As aforeign correspondent and investigative reporter for The Washington Post,
Douglas Farah ventured into the dangerous and uncharted world of terrorist
financing—a journey that took him across four continents. The information he
gathered was far ahead of what U.S. intelligence agencies knew as they
scrambled to understand the 9/11 attacks. In unprecedented detail, Farah traces
the movement of money from the traffickers of “blood diamonds’ in West Africa
to the world diamond exchange in Belgium and homegrown money merchantsin
Saudi Arabia, Dubai, Karachi, and Lahore who turn cash into commodities and
commodities into cash. He probes charities that siphon off money to pay for such
essentials as fal se identification cards and safe passage for operatives. And he
reveals how the funding of terrorist activitiesisintegrated into the age-old
hawala network, atrust-based system that has operated for generations across
Arabiaand Southeast Asia.

Focusing on this critical aspect of the war on terrorism, Blood from Sones not
only shows how terrorists are able to orchestrate complex and expensive attacks
but also makesit clear why the war will be so difficult to win.
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In the aftermath of 9/11, President Bush froze all terrorist assetsin traditional financial institutions and
money channels. But Al Qaeda and other terrorist groups have long followed a diversification strategy that
has rendered the crackdown by the U.S. and other governments almost useless. Blood from Stonesis the first
book to uncover, through on-the-ground reporting, the interlocking web of commodities, underground
transfer systems, charities, and sympathetic bankers that support terrorist activities throughout the world.

Asaforeign correspondent and investigative reporter for The Washington Post, Douglas Farah ventured into
the dangerous and uncharted world of terrorist financing—a journey that took him across four continents.
The information he gathered was far ahead of what U.S. intelligence agencies knew as they scrambled to
understand the 9/11 attacks. In unprecedented detail, Farah traces the movement of money from the
traffickers of “blood diamonds” in West Africato the world diamond exchange in Belgium and homegrown
money merchantsin Saudi Arabia, Dubai, Karachi, and Lahore who turn cash into commodities and
commoditiesinto cash. He probes charities that siphon off money to pay for such essentials asfalse
identification cards and safe passage for operatives. And he reveals how the funding of terrorist activitiesis
integrated into the age-old hawala network, a trust-based system that has operated for generations across
Arabia and Southeast Asia.

Focusing on this critical aspect of the war on terrorism, Blood from Siones not only shows how terrorists are
able to orchestrate complex and expensive attacks but also makes it clear why the war will be so difficult to
win.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

At first glance, this book is an account of how Farah happened on al-Qaeda's diamond-smuggling operations
while he was the Washington Post's bureau chief in West Africain 2001. Farah details the sequence of
events that led to his now famous expose of the Mephistophelian alliance between al-Qaeda and Liberias
notorious former president Charles Taylor, and the summary rape and ruin of West Africawhile Taylor
orchestrated the inequitable trade of diamonds for uniforms, weapons and cars to perpetuate the nightmarish
strife. However, thisis not where the book ends&€"it's where a new unsettling story begins. After Farah's
articleran in the Post, he and his family were forced to leave Africafor their own safety. On arriving home,
Farah says, he was met by abitter and embarrassed CIA determined to discredit him in order to cover the
fact that they knew nothing about al-Qaeda's involvement in West Africa. Over time, the CIA's behavior led
to the revelation of damning information about the United States's entire network of intelligence agencies,
rife with infighting, disorganization and lack of central control. Farah's drum-tight presentation of evidence
to substantiate his alegations will be difficult to dispute, and his stark and straightforward writing style
makes this book hard to put down. Maps not seen by PW.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Long before President Bush placed an order to freeze terrorist assets, senior members of al-Qaeda had
purchased millions of dollars of diamonds and other gemsin an effort to convert cash into commodities that
are difficult to track and easy to smuggle. Thisrevealing piece of investigative journalism details how
terrorist organizations are financed through an underground network that is fueled by the African diamond
trade, gold, radical Islamic charitiesin the U.S and abroad, and crimes ranging from coupon fraud to drug
trafficking. Farah first came upon the al-Qaeda diamond trail afew weeks after the September 11 attacks
while working as the Washington Post's bureau chief for West Africa. This report exposes acritical gap in
U.S. intelligence, revealing major oversights on the part of the FBI and CIA, who have consistently ignored
compelling information that could have enabled the U.S. to cut off the flow of money to terroristsin the
wake of 9/11. David Segfried

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

From the Inside Flap

In the aftermath of 9/11, President Bush froze all terrorist assets in traditional financial institutions and
money channels. But Al Qaeda and other terrorist groups have long followed a diversification strategy that
has rendered the crackdown by the U.S. and other governments almost useless. Blood from Sonesisthe first
book to uncover, through on-the-ground reporting, the interlocking web of commodities, underground
transfer systems, charities, and sympathetic bankers that support terrorist activities throughout the world.

As aforeign correspondent and investigative reporter for The Washington Post, Douglas Farah ventured into
the dangerous and uncharted world of terrorist financing—ajourney that took him across four continents.
The information he gathered was far ahead of what U.S. intelligence agencies knew as they scrambled to
understand the 9/11 attacks. In unprecedented detail, Farah traces the movement of money from the
traffickers of "blood diamonds" in West Africato the world diamond exchange in Belgium and homegrown
money merchants in Saudi Arabia, Dubai, Karachi, and Lahore who turn cash into commodities and
commoditiesinto cash. He probes charities that siphon off money to pay for such essentials asfalse
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identification cards and safe passage for operatives. And he reveals how the funding of terrorist activitiesis
integrated into the age-old hawala network, a trust-based system that has operated for generations across
Arabia and Southeast Asia.

Focusing on this critical aspect of the war on terrorism, Blood from Siones not only shows how terrorists are
able to orchestrate complex and expensive attacks but also makes it clear why the war will be so difficult to
win.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Arthur Walker:

This Blood From Stones: The Secret Financial Network of Terror are generally reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Blood From Stones: The Secret Financial
Network of Terror can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book
will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Blood From Stones: The Secret Financial Network of Terror forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such asrich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day action. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Veronica Roberts:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Blood From Stones: The Secret Financial
Network of Terror guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your own persona hunger then you still uncertainty Blood From
Stones: The Secret Financial Network of Terror as good book but not only by the cover but also by content.
Thisis one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth
sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you haveto
listening to another sixth sense.

Susan Dixon:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
Y ou can view that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for you is Blood From Stones: The Secret Financial Network of Terror this guide consist alot of the
information with the condition of thisworld now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
study when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book ideal al of you.



David Gonzales:

Isit you who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Blood From Stones: The Secret Financial Network of
Terror can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So what these books have

than the others?
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