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Writing Under the Raj is the first study to challenge the long-held critical

assumption that the rape of colonizing women by colonized men was the first, or

the only, rape script in British colonial literature.  Nancy Paxton asks why rape

disappears in British literature about English domestic life in the 1790s and

charts its reappearance in British literature about India written between 1830 and

1947. Paxton displays the hybrid qualities of familiar novels like Kipling’s Kim

and Forster’s A Passage to India by situating them in a richly detailed cultural

context that reveals the dynamic relationship between metropolitan British

literature and novels written by men and women who lived in the colonial contact

zone of British India throughout this period.

Drawing on current feminist and gender theory as well as a wide range of

historical and cultural sources, Paxton identifies four different “scripts” about

interracial and intraracial rape that appear in novels about India during the period

of British rule.  Surveying more than thirty canonized and popular Anglo-Indian

novels, Paxton shows how the treatment of rape reflects basic conflicts in the

social and sexual contracts defining British and Indian women’s relationship to

the nation state throughout the period.  This study reveals how and why novels

written after the Indian Uprising of 1857 popularized the theme of English

women victimized by Indian men.  Paxton demonstrates how all these novels

reflect unresolved ideological and symbolic conflicts in British ideas about sex,

violence, and power. 
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colonizing women by colonized men was the first, or the only, rape script in British colonial literature. 

Nancy Paxton asks why rape disappears in British literature about English domestic life in the 1790s and

charts its reappearance in British literature about India written between 1830 and 1947. Paxton displays the

hybrid qualities of familiar novels like Kipling’s Kim and Forster’s A Passage to India by situating them in a

richly detailed cultural context that reveals the dynamic relationship between metropolitan British literature

and novels written by men and women who lived in the colonial contact zone of British India throughout this

period.

Drawing on current feminist and gender theory as well as a wide range of historical and cultural sources,

Paxton identifies four different “scripts” about interracial and intraracial rape that appear in novels about

India during the period of British rule.  Surveying more than thirty canonized and popular Anglo-Indian

novels, Paxton shows how the treatment of rape reflects basic conflicts in the social and sexual contracts

defining British and Indian women’s relationship to the nation state throughout the period.  This study

reveals how and why novels written after the Indian Uprising of 1857 popularized the theme of English

women victimized by Indian men.  Paxton demonstrates how all these novels reflect unresolved ideological

and symbolic conflicts in British ideas about sex, violence, and power. 
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Editorial Review

Review
Paxton has written a book whose rich hybridity and interdisciplinary crossings echo and extend the goals of
postcolonial theory. -- Joseph Allen Boone, University of Southern California

From the Back Cover
Writing under the Raj is the first study to challenge the long-held critical assumption that the rape of
colonizing women by colonized men was the first, or the only, rape script in British colonial literature.
Nancy Paxton asks why rape disappears in British literature about English domestic life in the 1790s and the
charts its reappearance in British literature about India written between 18360 and 1947. She then documents
the reemergence of representations of rape in literature about English life in the 1890s and shows how rape
themes were suppressed by the emergence of British modernism. In her examination of novels such as
Kipling's Kim and Forster's A Passage to India, Paxton reveals the dynamic relationship between
metropolitan British literature and novels written by men and women who lived in the colonial contact zone
of British India throughout this period. Surveying more than thirty canonized and popular Anglo-Indian
novels, Paxton shows how the treatment of rape reflects basic conflicts in the social and sexual contracts
defining British and Indian women's relationships to the nation-state. Writing under the Raj vividly
demonstrates how all these novels reflect unresolved ideological and symbolic conflicts in British ideas
about sex, violence, and power.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerrod Spicher:

This Writing Under the Raj: Gender, Race, and Rape in the British Colonial Imagination, 1830-1947 usually
are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Writing
Under the Raj: Gender, Race, and Rape in the British Colonial Imagination, 1830-1947 can be among the
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a
person with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Writing
Under the Raj: Gender, Race, and Rape in the British Colonial Imagination, 1830-1947 forcing you to have
an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Joshua Nichols:

The reason why? Because this Writing Under the Raj: Gender, Race, and Rape in the British Colonial
Imagination, 1830-1947 is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the
idea but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book



get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Carol Ratliff:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication Writing Under the Raj: Gender, Race, and Rape in the
British Colonial Imagination, 1830-1947 was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you
know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Louis Cline:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Writing Under the Raj: Gender, Race, and Rape in the British Colonial Imagination, 1830-1947 when you
desired it?
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