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The landmark 1954 Supreme Court ruling, Brown v. Board of Education, brought
the promise of integration to Little Rock, Arkansas, but it was hard-won for the
nine black teenagers chosen to integrate Central High School in 1957. They ran
the gauntlet between a rampaging mob and the heavily armed Arkansas National
Guard, dispatched by Governor Orval Faubus to subvert federal law and bar them
from entering the school. President Dwight D. Eisenhower responded by sending
in soldiers of the 101st Airborne Division, the elite "Screaming Eagles" - and
transformed Melba Pattillo and her eight friends into reluctant warriors on the
battlefield of civil rights. May 17, 1994, marks the fortieth anniversary of the
Brown v. Board of Education ruling, which was argued and won by Thurgood
Marshall, whose passion and presence emboldened the Little Rock struggle.
Melba Pattillo Beals commemorates the milestone decision in this first-person
account of her ordeal at the center of the violent confrontation that helped shape
the civil rights movement. Beals takes us from the lynch mob that greeted the
terrified fifteen-year-old to a celebrity homecoming with her eight compatriots
thirty years later, on October 23, 1987, hosted by Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton
in the mansion that Faubus built. As they returned to tour the halls of the school,
gathering from myriad professions and all corners of the country, they were
greeted by the legacy of their courage - a bespectacled black teenager, the
president of the student body at Central High. Beals chronicles her harrowing
junior year at Central High, when she began each school day by polishing her
saddle shoes and bracing herself for battle. Nothing, not eventhe 101st Airborne
Division, could blunt the segregationists' brutal organized campaign of terrorism
that included telephone threats, insults and assaults at school, brigades of
attacking mothers, rogue police, restroom fireball attacks, acid-throwers,
vigilante stalkers, economic
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
One of the nine black teenagers who integrated Little Rock's Central High School in 1957 here recounts that
traumatic year with drama and detail. Beals, who is now a communications consultant, relies on her own
diary from that era and notes made by her English teacher mother--as well as dubiously recreated dialogue--
to tell not only of the ugly harassment she was subjected to but also of the impressive dignity of a 15-year-
old forced to grow up fast. Arkansas governor Orval Faubus set the tone of the time by resisting integration
until a federal judge ordered it. Although Beals was assigned a federal soldier for protection, the young
integrationist was still attacked and prevented from engaging in school activities. She recalls stalwart black
friends like Minniejean, who was suspended, and a white classmate who surreptitiously kept her informed of
the segregationists' tactics. Beals looks back on her Little Rock experiences as "ultimately a positive force"
that shaped her life. "The task that remains," she concludes, "is to cope with our interdependence." Photos
not seen by PW. Author tour.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 7 Up-Beals, one of the nine black students who integrated Central High School in Little Rock, AR, in
1957, tells an incredible story of faith, family love, friendships, and strong personal commitment. Drawing
from the diaries she kept, the author easily puts readers in her saddle oxfords as she struggles against those
people in both the white and black communities who would have segregation continue. Her prose does not
play on the sympathy of readers; it simply tells it like it happened. She shares the physical, mental, and
emotional torture and abuse she suffered at the hands of teenagers and adults. She also shares the support, the
encouragement, and the help she received from both whites and blacks. While the book's length may
discourage younger readers, those who begin it will find the reading easy and fast. This abridgement of the
author's 1994 adult title of the same name is fascinating as well as enlightening and honest.
Valerie Childress, J.W. Holloway Middle School, Whitehouse, TX
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Beals, one of the "Little Rock Nine" and a former NBC reporter, writes movingly of desegregating Little
Rock's Central High School in 1957-58. Using diaries and contemporary media coverage, she re-creates a
time of fear and tenaciously held hopes. The horrors the nine black students faced are told in a teenager's
voice, simply and sadly. Robbed of normal adolescence, Beals grew up fast. Her gratitude to the 101st
Airborne for their protection stands in stark contrast to her bewilderment over the behavior of Governor
Faubus and school officials, who refused to enforce even rudimentary discipline to prevent the daily torture.
Beals credits family and friends, along with Daisy Bates, the late Thurgood Marshall, and the press, for their
support. Though her use of "re-created" conversations does not always work, this remains a highly readable
tale of courage in the face of persecution that deserves to be read, especially by young people. School
libraries should consider, and all libraries with strong black history collections will want to purchase.
--Donna L. Cole, Leeds P.L., Ala.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Gabriel Cleveland:

Warriors Don't Cry (Unabridged) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to
put every word into joy arrangement in writing Warriors Don't Cry (Unabridged) however doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Wendy Ray:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Warriors Don't Cry (Unabridged) is
simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Gladys Myers:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Warriors Don't Cry (Unabridged) was vibrant and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book Warriors Don't Cry (Unabridged) has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Brandon Justice:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful pictures
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Warriors Don't Cry (Unabridged) can make you sense more interested to read.
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