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The rich storytelling traditions of the Alto Perené Arawaks of eastern Peru are
showcased in this bilingual collection of traditional narratives, ethnographic
accounts, women’s autobiographical stories, songs, chants, and ritual speeches.
The Alto Perené speakers are located in the colonization frontier at the foot of the
eastern Andes and the western fringe of the Amazonian jungle. Unfortunately,
their language has a slim chance of surviving because only about three hundred
fluent speakers remain. This volume collects and preserves the power and vitality
of Alto Perené oral and linguistic traditions, as told by thirty members of the
Native community.

Upper Perené Arawak Narratives of History, Landscape, and Ritual covers a
range of themes in the Alto Perené oral tradition, through genres such as myths,
folk tales, autobiographical accounts, and ethnographic texts about customs and
rituals, as well as songs, chants, and oratory. Transcribed and translated by Elena
Mihas, a specialist in Northern Kampa language varieties, and grounded in the
actual performances of Alto Perené speakers, this collection makes these stories
available in English for the first time. Each original text in Alto Perené is
accompanied by an English translation, and each theme is introduced with an
essay providing biographical, cultural, and linguistic information. This collection
of oral literature is masterful and authoritative as well as entertaining and
provocative, testifying to the power of Alto Perené storytelling.
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The rich storytelling traditions of the Alto Perené Arawaks of eastern Peru are showcased in this bilingual
collection of traditional narratives, ethnographic accounts, women’s autobiographical stories, songs, chants,
and ritual speeches. The Alto Perené speakers are located in the colonization frontier at the foot of the
eastern Andes and the western fringe of the Amazonian jungle. Unfortunately, their language has a slim
chance of surviving because only about three hundred fluent speakers remain. This volume collects and
preserves the power and vitality of Alto Perené oral and linguistic traditions, as told by thirty members of the
Native community.

Upper Perené Arawak Narratives of History, Landscape, and Ritual covers a range of themes in the Alto
Perené oral tradition, through genres such as myths, folk tales, autobiographical accounts, and ethnographic
texts about customs and rituals, as well as songs, chants, and oratory. Transcribed and translated by Elena
Mihas, a specialist in Northern Kampa language varieties, and grounded in the actual performances of Alto
Perené speakers, this collection makes these stories available in English for the first time. Each original text
in Alto Perené is accompanied by an English translation, and each theme is introduced with an essay
providing biographical, cultural, and linguistic information. This collection of oral literature is masterful and
authoritative as well as entertaining and provocative, testifying to the power of Alto Perené storytelling.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Books like this are a feast for linguists and anthropologists alike, and are all too rare. . . . The storytelling
alone provides a unique insight into a world that will be unfamiliar to most English speakers. . . . Its
integrated approach to culture and language . . . gives the reader a true appreciation of the mental universe
inhabited by these speakers of a threatened, but defiant, language of Peru.”—Christopher Moseley, Ogmios,
newsletter of the Foundation for Endangered Languages
(Christopher Moseley Ogmios, newsletter of the Foundation for Endangered Languages 2015-10-22)

"This book would be a valuable text for courses on South American ethnohistory, indigenous societies of
South America, and courses on South American mythology, language, and culture."—Janis Nuckolls,
American Anthropologist
(Janis Nuckolls American Anthropologist)

“A sophisticated and interesting discourse-centered approach to culture that can serve as a model for
integrating linguistic and sociocultural anthropology, this collection demonstrates how much cultural
variability exists within and among the various indigenous communities of the Upper Amazon
region.”—Jonathan Hill, author of Made-from-Bone: Trickster Myths, Music, and History in an Amazonian
Community
(Jonathan Hill 2014-02-28)

About the Author

Elena Mihas is a postdoctoral associate in anthropological linguistics at James Cook University in Australia.

  

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Upper Perené
Arawak Narratives of History, Landscape, and Ritual? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?



Beverly Ingram:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be learn. Upper
Perené Arawak Narratives of History, Landscape, and Ritual can be your answer since it can be read by a
person who have those short free time problems.

Paul Anderson:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Upper Perené Arawak Narratives of History, Landscape, and Ritual provide you with new experience in
examining a book.

Kenneth Jordan:

Beside this particular Upper Perené Arawak Narratives of History, Landscape, and Ritual in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Upper Perené Arawak Narratives of History,
Landscape, and Ritual because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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