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Winner of the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize.

With an introduction by Shaun Viljoen

Every city has an unspoken side. Cape Town, between the picture postcard
mountain and sea, has its own shadow: a place of dislocation and uncertainty,
dependence and desperation, destruction and survival, gangsters, pimps,
pedophiles, hunger, hope, and moments of happiness. Living in this shadow is
Azure, a thirteen-year-old who makes his living on the streets, a black teenager
sought out by white men, beholden to gang leaders but determined to create some
measure of independence in this dangerous world. Thirteen Cents is an
extraordinary and unsparing account of a coming of age in Cape Town.

Reminiscent of some of the greatest child narrators in literature, Azure’s voice
will stay with the reader long after this short novel is finished. Based on personal
experiences, Thirteen Cents is Duiker’s debut novel, originally published in
2000.

This first edition to be published outside South Africa includes an introduction by
Shaun Viljoen and a special glossary of South African words and phrases from
the text translated into English.
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Every city has an unspoken side. Cape Town, between the picture postcard mountain and sea, has its own
shadow: a place of dislocation and uncertainty, dependence and desperation, destruction and survival,
gangsters, pimps, pedophiles, hunger, hope, and moments of happiness. Living in this shadow is Azure, a
thirteen-year-old who makes his living on the streets, a black teenager sought out by white men, beholden to
gang leaders but determined to create some measure of independence in this dangerous world. Thirteen
Cents is an extraordinary and unsparing account of a coming of age in Cape Town.

Reminiscent of some of the greatest child narrators in literature, Azure’s voice will stay with the reader long
after this short novel is finished. Based on personal experiences, Thirteen Cents is Duiker’s debut novel,
originally published in 2000.

This first edition to be published outside South Africa includes an introduction by Shaun Viljoen and a
special glossary of South African words and phrases from the text translated into English.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
In scenic Cape Town, South Africa, while many enjoy the ocean vistas on the slopes of majestic Table
Mountain, street kid Azure struggles to survive under a bridge in affluent Sea Point. Once he went to school,
but, since the murder of his parents, he has suffered unspeakable brutality: taunted for his combination of
blue eyes and dark skin; surviving through prostitution, especially with men; abused, exploited, and robbed;
scavenging for food, always hungry and high. Then he climbs Table Mountain and finds shelter and a kind of
magic in a cave. This entry in the Modern African Writing series, dotted with slang and obscenities in
various languages, holds the reader with its vivid descriptions of the gorgeous setting, with the striking
portrayal of the physicality of Azure’s daily life—the misery and the beauty of rain, the joy of keeping
warm—and, finally, with the magical realism of his escape, which brings the recognition of those we know
are out there, but we do not see. Winner of the 2001 Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Best First Book. --
Hazel Rochman

Review

“Thirteen Cents goes to the core of what has been a clear subject of avoidance for writers: the astonishing
rate at which children are now victims of a (violent) society intent on turning a blind eye to the plight of its
weakest members.“
— Feminist Africa

“This slim novel tells the story of a street child, Azure. As such it is a biting social commentary, which will
leave very few readers unmoved.… Be warned that this is not an easy book to read. The language of the
streets is not an easy one, and somehow the words we are all so familiar with as spoken epithet become more
foul by their appearing in print. The brutality of life on the streets and its language forms an interesting—and
at times stylized—contradiction to the often lyrical nature of Duiker’s prose.”
— Cape Times

“A gritty, dagga-infused tour through a Cape Town underworld of street children, hustlers, and cruising
‘johns.’”
— Anderson Tepper, Words without Borders

“A 13-year old South African boy turns tricks in Cape Town in Duiker's emotional whiplash of a debut
novel, available in the US for the first time…. With lucid imagery fluctuating between dreams and
rationalized escapism, Duiker—through genuine insight, a captivating voice, and candid child-
narration—explores a world ruled by primary instinct.”
— Publishers Weekly

“This entry in the Modern African Writing series, dotted with slang and obscenities in various languages,
holds the reader with its vivid descriptions of the gorgeous setting, with the striking portrayal of the
physicality of Azure’s daily life—the misery and the beauty of rain, the joy of keeping warm—and, finally,
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with the magical realism of his escape, which brings the recognition of those we know are out there, but we
do not see.”
— Booklist 

“Duiker is to literature what Steve Biko is to politics, both having died at the tender age of 30 but leaving
indelible footprints in our collective memory.”
— Mail & Guardian

“K. Sello Duiker’s short novel, Thirteen Cents is simultaneously gruesome, violent, deeply disturbing,
whimsical, and beautiful…. Told from Azure’s perspective, Duiker weaves a narrative that lays bare the
violence, exploitation, racial and sexual politics found just under the surface of South African society.”
— Africa Is a Country

About the Author

K. Sello Duiker was born and raised in Soweto, South Africa, and went on to study journalism at Rhodes
University before moving to Cape Town. His varied experiences while living there form the basis of Thirteen
Cents. He also wrote two other novels, The Quiet Violence of Dreams (2001) and The Hidden Star
(published posthumously in 2006). Duiker was widely considered one of South Africa’s most promising
young novelists before his untimely death in 2005 at the age of thirty.

 
Shaun Viljoen is a Professor in the English Department at Stellenbosch University in South Africa, and the
author of a forthcoming biography of the writer Richard Rive.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Trevor Wright:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Thirteen Cents: A Novel (Modern
African Writing Series) book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Luis Herrick:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Thirteen Cents: A Novel (Modern African Writing Series) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-



book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but
this book offers high quality.

Young Legg:

Thirteen Cents: A Novel (Modern African Writing Series) can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Thirteen Cents: A Novel (Modern
African Writing Series) yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Brooks Davis:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Thirteen Cents: A Novel (Modern African
Writing Series) or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Thirteen Cents: A Novel (Modern African Writing Series) to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Download and Read Online Thirteen Cents: A Novel (Modern
African Writing Series) By K. Sello Duiker #6CU0DYEOHQR



Read Thirteen Cents: A Novel (Modern African Writing Series) By
K. Sello Duiker for online ebook

Thirteen Cents: A Novel (Modern African Writing Series) By K. Sello Duiker Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Thirteen Cents: A Novel (Modern African Writing Series) By K. Sello Duiker books
to read online.

Online Thirteen Cents: A Novel (Modern African Writing Series) By K. Sello Duiker
ebook PDF download

Thirteen Cents: A Novel (Modern African Writing Series) By K. Sello Duiker Doc

Thirteen Cents: A Novel (Modern African Writing Series) By K. Sello Duiker Mobipocket

Thirteen Cents: A Novel (Modern African Writing Series) By K. Sello Duiker EPub


